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CHIEF’S MESSAGE 

This is the fifth Annual Report which I have had the pleasure of 
presenting as chief of the Hoquiam Police Department.  I      
appreciate the work of Deputy Chief Maloney in compiling all 
of the statistics.  I want to recognize the hard work of all our 
staff as well as the strong ongoing support from the city         
administrator, mayor, city council and our citizens.  Our         
department has established a solid foundation to provide the 
excellent law enforcement services which Hoquiam deserves.   
 

After an upswing in crime rates in 2009, especially as compared 
to the low-water crime mark set in 2008, I am proud to report 
serious crime was again down in 2010.  In total, the UCR crime 
rate dropped by 7.2%.   
 

In conjunction with the drop in crime– and as an outcome of 
the hard work of our officers– police activity increased 23.5% 
last year.  The department handled 17,367 law incidents as  
compared to 13,295 in 2009.  For the first time in many years, 
the department was at full staffing and ended $42,000 under-
budget in overtime. 
 
The significant increase in law incidents was attributed to     
proactive police work by officers– to include traffic stops, subject 
stops, and checking suspicious persons/ vehicles.  Approximately 
44% of the law incidents were initiated by officers on patrol.  
Property loss from crime was down 40.3% and arrests were up 
30.2%.  Our officers took pride in sending a strong message that 
crime and disorder were not tolerated in Hoquiam. 
 

In addition to the dedicated work of our officers, we also     
partnered with others, such as the city code enforcement/   
building department, to address locations generating ongoing 
crime and disorder.  Patrol officers worked with our detective 
assigned to the Grays Harbor Drug Task Force to target drug 
locations and dealers.  Over 350 abandoned vehicles were    
removed from city streets– further strengthening neighborhoods 
and the community as a whole.   
 

By February, the department was finally fully staffed with the 

addition of Phil High as a lateral officer from Ocean Shores.  
Roy Kinney rejoined the force as the police services officer (PSO) 
following his retirement as a sergeant in 2009.  Not only did 
PSO Kinney fill the new roll, but the department benefited by 
retaining his over 31-years of experience at the city.   
 

Officer Don Wertanen was promoted to patrol sergeant in   mid
-February whereby the department enjoyed stability in         
personnel for the first time in four years.  
 

Our CRIME WATCH volunteers logged 1620 hours of residence 
checks, office, security and special project time to the city.  They 
also implemented a new “graffiti abatement” program         
designed to clean up public spaces as well as ask property   
owners to do the same.  Keeping a handle on graffiti helps to 
make the community stronger.   
 

Officers Blundred and Peterson were able to establish a BSA 
Police Explorer Post.  The charter was approved and the       
recruiting for youth participants will continue into 2011. 
 

The department was closer to achieving State Accreditation; 
new policies and practices were implemented in 2010, including 
an aggressive in-service training program and personnel       
performance evaluation system.  As an example, our officers 
attended two driver training sessions, including a pursuit/ skills 
course set up at a local former log sorting yard at no cost.  We 
are committed to the professional development of our staff. 
 

I am very proud of the work the men and women of the        
Hoquiam Police Department have dedicated each and every 
day.  I believe the statistics and information in this report    
demonstrate their enthusiasm, drive and caring.  We look     
forward to the challenges and achievements ahead in 2011. 
 

     JEFF MYERS 
     Chief of Police 
     360-532-0892 x 105 
     jmyers@cityofhoquiam.com 
      

MISSION OF THE HOQUIAM POLICE DEPARTMENT: Through community          
partnerships and problem solving, we take a unified stance against crime, violence, disorder and 
disregard for the law. With the budgetary support and cooperation of the citizens we serve, we 
help Hoquiam to be strong and self sufficient- because a strong community is a safe community. 
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LAW INCIDENTS & 
PART 1 OFFENSES 

Law Incidents in 2010 
 

During 2010, all law enforcement related     
incidents increased by 23.5% from the number 
recorded during 2009 at 13,295.  Officers 
were involved in 17,376 law incidents 
during the year. This number represents all 
calls for service, as well as traffic stops and 
other officer-initiated law enforcement        
incidents or activities.   
 
As police activity increased, crime as tracked in 
the Uniform Crime Report (UCR chart on the 
lower right), decreased by 7.2%.  There were 
500 “UCR Part I Crimes” in 2009 as compared 
to 464 in 2010.    
  
Given the depth of the economic recession 
gripping the country, the drop in overall crime 
was a positive statistic.  Certainly the proactive 
work of the officers in the department (as    
evidenced by the significant increase in law  
incidents) contributed to this outcome. 
 
Of the 17,376 law incidents handled in 2010,      
approximately 7,729 were traffic stops and    
subject stop/ suspicious person contacts.  These 
law incidents were directly related to proactive 
officer-initiated activity while on patrol and            
accounted for 44% of the above total. 

Part 1 Offenses—Most Serious Crimes 
 

“Part 1 Crimes” are designated as the most serious offenses investigated by a 
law enforcement agency.  The total number under each of the crime categories 
are reported monthly to the Federal Bureau of Investigation (through the 
Washington Association of Sheriffs and Police Chiefs) in the Uniform Crime    
Report (UCR).  This is a standard statistic used by agencies across the nation. 
  
Crimes considered “Part 1 Offenses” are: Homicide, Forcible Rape, Robbery,    
Assault, Burglary, Larceny/Theft, Motor Vehicle theft and Arson.    
  
There were no homicides recorded in 2010.  Overall, Part I Crimes decreased in 
most categories– most significantly with drops in rape, robbery and burglary.   

CRIME 2006 2007 2008 

Homicide 1 2 0 

Rape 5 5 1 

Robbery 2 6 3 

Burglary 111 106 71 

Aggravated 
Assault 

5 13 13 

Theft 348 327 307 

Vehicle Theft 45 32 18 

Arson 0 5 2 

Totals 517 496 415 

UNIFORM CRIME REPORT COMPARISON 

2009 

1 

5 

11 

111 

8 

332 

25 

7 

500 

2010 

0 

3 

5 

90 

11 

325 

25 

5 

464 Did you know?  Citizens can locate individual law incidents on a 
map of the city on the free website: www.crimereports.com.  



 4 

CRIMES AGAINST PERSONS 
& DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

Simple Assaults and Domestic Violence 
Police officers have little control over the number of  
assaults that occur from year to year.  The total number 
of “Simple Assaults” (the most common misdemeanor 
assault) showed a decrease at 63 from those reported 
during 2009 at 78. 
 
Assaults related to Domestic Violence remained steady 
at 74 in comparison to those reported in 2009.  The            
accompanying tables illustrate that in each of the     
reported Domestic Violence Assault incidents an arrest 
was made.  An officer is mandated by state law to 
make an arrest in a Domestic Violence assault if it can 
be determined an assault occurred in the proceeding 
four hours. 
 

There were 6 assaults during which a knife or firearm 
was allegedly used. 
    

Juvenile Runaways 
Although running away from home is not a crime,   
runaways are often reported to the police.  Since the 
year 2000, the average number of runaways reported 
to the Hoquiam Police annually has been about 46.  
During 2010, there were only 39 juveniles reported as a 
runaway. 
 

Sex Offenses 
Consistent with past trends, most of the sex offenses     
investigated by the police involve the abuse of a child. 
The number of sex crimes reported during 2010         
increased over 2009.  These crimes tend to involve  
complex investigations and considerable resources, but 
often do not yield clear outcomes because of the nature 
of the crime and the age of the victims. 

SEX OFFENSES 

CRIME 2008 2009 2010 

Rape 1 5 3 

Sexual Assault 21 17 22 

Public Indecency 1 1 3 

CRIMES AGAINST PERSONS 

CRIME 2008 2009 2010 

Homicide 0 1 0 

Assault 
Domestic Violence 

Other, Simple Assault 
Knife 

Firearm 

144 
83 
57 
2 
2 

154 
73 
78 
3 
0 

143 
74 
63 
4 
2 

Total 144 155 143 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE INCIDENTS  

CRIME 2008 2009 2010 

Family fights resulting in 
arrest for Assault 

83 73 74 

Family fights resulting in 
arrest for property damage 

8 9 8 

Family fights—no arrest 36 43 65 

Violation of Restraining or 
Protection Order 

94 101 111 

Custodial Interference 24 30 26 

Reports of Child Abuse or 
Neglect 

7 13 17 

Total 252 269 301 
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CRIMES AGAINST PROPERTY 

As with crime overall, crimes against property also decreased 
in 2010.  Robberies, burglaries and thefts were all down 
slightly.  The most dramatic drop at 33% was in fraud/      
forgery crimes. 
 

As noted in the stolen property/ value table, the most        
significant loss of items in 2009 was jewelry; one case alone 
resulted in a loss of over $110,000.  In 2010, overall estimated 
loss of property/ value was down considerably with a 40.3% 
decrease from 2009. 
 

As with most crimes against property, even with an arrest 
and prosecution, the victim will likely never recover the     
actual stolen item– such as unique pieces of jewelry or family 
heirlooms.  The reality is that most items stolen in burglaries 
are quickly traded off to drug dealers.  Stolen items act as 
currency in this black market; most items are traded for  
pennies on the dollar toward illicit drugs.   
 

Suspects who are convicted are ordered by the court to make 
restitution payments to the victim.  These payments are small 
and usually sporadic at best.  The most important thing a 
citizen can do is to prevent the crime in the first place.  Use 
secure locks and install indoor and outdoor lighting.  Get to 
know your neighbors and keep an eye out for each other.   

 

Hoquiam residents leaving 
town for vacation or trips can 
also sign up for free checks of 
their home or business by our 
CRIME WATCH volunteers.  Just 
come to the station to fill out a 
‘vacation check’ form. 
 

In 2010, CRIME WATCH volunteers also started a “graffiti 
abatement program”.  Our volunteers cleaned graffiti off 
public  locations– such as signs and traffic boxes– while at the 
same time requesting property owners do the same.   

ROBBERY and THEFT 

CRIME 2008 2009 2010 

Robbery 3 11 5 

Thefts 307 332 325 

Burglary 71 111 90 

Theft of Vehicle 18 25 25 

Fraud/Forgery 48 79 53 

Totals 448 558 498 

PROPERTY TYPE 2008 2009 2010 

Cash 151,503 17,568 21,045 

Jewelry 37,042 231,606 38,056 

Motor Vehicle 42,000 32,400 49,052 

TV, Radio, etc. 6,154 8,405 8,860 

Firearms 2,650 3,325 3,340 

Clothing 2,309 2,249 23,923 

Office Equipment 4,000 12,030 6,703 

Furniture 8,331 7,371 10,386 

Totals: $353,150 $433,596 $258,984 

STOLEN PROPERTY/VALUE IN DOLLARS 

Food 2,243 3,168 1,801 

Bicycles 4,140 3,883 9,402 

Miscellaneous 93,778 111,592 106,416 

Did you know?  The above figures are compiled as estimates or  
assumptions of value from the victims who report the crimes.  
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ADULT ARRESTS 

A person can be arrested and charged with a crime without actually    
going to jail.  When an officer issues a criminal citation to an individual, it 
was also technically listed as an ‘arrest’.  Another form of arrest was when 
an officer identified a suspect in a crime and submitted a report to the 
prosecutor to request the person be charged with the offense.  In 2010, 
there were a total of 790 adult arrests of all types, which was an      
increase of 30.2% over the total arrests made in 2009 (at 552). 

MOST COMMON ARRESTS BY GENDER 

 
CRIME 

2009 
    MALE          FEMALE 

Other offenses 270 75 397 110 

Assaults 68 21 89 23 

DWI 22 13 28 20 

Drugs 26 6 35 21 

Theft 29 4 32 13 

Robbery/Burg. 16 2 21 1 

Totals 431 121 602 188 

2010 
    MALE         FEMALE 

Physical Bookings into Jail 

 

Since the city jail closure at the end of 2002, the 
number of prisoners booked into jail has           
decreased.  During the last full year of jail     
operation in 2002, there were 699 inmates 
booked into the city jail.   
 

In 2010, individuals arrested for felony crimes 
were booked into the county jail in Montesano 
at no cost to the city.  Arrests for misdemeanor 
crimes and Hoquiam Municipal Court warrants 
were held either at the county jail ($58/day) or 
Lewis County Jail ($55/day) or the City of Forks 
Jail at ($45/day).    

   
The department held five “weekend jail”      
sessions in 2010, during which officers arrested 
and booked individuals into our Hoquiam City 
Jail from Saturday through the following    
Tuesday.  A total of 97 individuals were 
booked into the city jail, clearing 144 warrants 
during the five weekend sessions staffed by 
temporary corrections officers from other    
agencies.  The court collected a total of 
$28,050 in bail.  Prisoners who did not post 
bail were held over from the weekend through 
municipal court on the following Tuesday. 
   
Given the success of the weekend jail sessions, 
the city approved expanding the program in 
2011 by holding a warrant sweep session once 
per month. 
 

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

282 302 364 292 336 

WARRANT TYPE 2008 2009 2010 

WARR 152 128 127 

WARO 81 89 104 

WART 72 39 76 

For statistical purposes, warrant arrests are listed in 
three categories: warrant arrests by HPD officers on 
Hoquiam warrants (WARR); warrant arrests by    
Hoquiam officers on warrants from other            
jurisdictions (WARO) and warrant arrests by officers 
of other agencies on Hoquiam warrants. (WART).    

Loading prisoners in HPD jail van 

Hoquiam City Jail 
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JUVENILE ARREST 

Custody 
When an officer takes a juvenile into custody for the investigation 
of a crime the disposition of that contact is usually recorded as 
one of three types: 
 

• “Handled and Released” is generally when an officer questions 
a juvenile, in respect to a crime, then releases the juvenile with 
no further action to be taken. 

• “Referred to an Adult Authority” means that a juvenile is 
questioned, then released to an adult, usually with a verbal 
warning- or referred to an adult court at a later date. 

• “Referred to Juvenile Authority” is used in all cases where a 
juvenile is booked into the juvenile detention facility, or in 
cases where the officer submits a written report to the Grays 
Harbor County Juvenile Prosecutor requesting the juvenile be 
charged with a crime. 

 

Offenses 
The total juvenile arrests for 2010 increased by 21 arrests from the 
number arrested in 2009.  Arrests for drug violations showed the 
greatest increase with an additional 10 over the prior year.           
 

Unfortunately, arrests in the (young) 13-14 year old age group  
increased by 12 arrests. 

OFFENSE MALE FEMALE TOTAL 

Alcohol Violations 3 0 3 

Theft 5 1 6 

Assault 12 4 16 

Burglary 0 0 0 

Drug Violation 10 0 10 

All other offenses 31 12 43 

JUVENILE ARRESTS 
(Under age 18) 

2008 2009 2010 

Males 72 46 61 

Females 15 11 17 

Total 87 57 78 

DISPOSITION OF 
JUVENILE ARRESTS 

2008 2009 2010 

Handled and Released 3 0 1 

Referred to Adult 15 0 0 

Referred to Juvenile Authority 79 57 77 

AGE OF JUVENILES  
ARRESTED 

2008 2009 2010 

Under 10 7 3 3 

10—12 2 2 7 

13—14 17 13 25 

15 14 16 17 

16 26 14 12 

17 21 9 14 

Officer David Blundred, Officer 
David Peterson and Officer 

Aaron Hergert at National Night 
Out on August 3, 2010. 
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TRAFFIC 

Traffic Violations 
For the year 2010, officers issued 2,227 citations for 
2,660 different traffic violations.  One citation may 
contain more than one violation. Officers conducted a 
total of 5,915 traffic stops. 
 

Throughout the school year, patrol officers also      
conducted regular school zone speed enforcement 
during unassigned time.   The department would love 
to have a reputation which motorists know not to 
speed through a Hoquiam school zone. 
  
Parking Enforcement 
The Hoquiam Animal Control Officer (ACO) has the 
additional duty of enforcing parking violations and 
handling complaints of abandoned vehicles on the 
city streets.  During 2010, the department handled 
351 abandoned vehicle incidents of which the vast 
majority were initiated by the ACO.  In addition there 
were 227 parking infractions issued by the              
department (mostly by the ACO as well). 
 

Collisions 
Total collisions increased by 26 incidents from those 
reported in 2009.  Of the 287 reported collisions, 55 
were listed as “hit and run”.  One fatality occurred on 
SR109 in which the driver was not seat belted and 
ejected; the other fatality was in a parking lot of a 
convenience store where an elderly pedestrian was 
run over by a sport utility vehicle. 

 

The Simpson Avenue Bridge detour 
(from early August through the end of 
the year) likely contributed to the      
increase in collisions for the year. 

TRAFFIC OFFENSES 2010 

Driving Without Insurance 635 

Speeding 450 

Driving While License Suspended 436 

No Valid Operator’s License 63 

Driving While Intoxicated 48 

Negligent/Reckless Driving 19 

Fail to Stop 75 

All other violations 588 

School Zone Speeding 126 

Seat Belt Violations 36 

Improper Turn 64 

Vehicle License Violations 120 

COLLISION TYPE 2008 2009 2010 

Fatal 1 0 2 

Property Damage Only 180 204 206 

 Injury  21 21  24 

Non-Reportable 56 36 55  

 Total 258 261 287 

Interesting Fact— In 2010, Hoquiam traffic collisions most often 
took place on Friday between 4:00-5:00 PM.  Traffic citations were 
most often issued between 8:00-9:00 AM on Friday followed by 8:00-
9:00 PM on Saturday. 
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ANIMAL CONTROL &  
CODE ENFORCEMENT 

For Hoquiam, ‘Animal Problems’ were the number one type of 
complaint called into the E-911 Communications Center during 
2010.  During the year, there were 923 animal complaints      
handled by the department.  This was an increase of 46 incidents 
as compared to 2009.  In addition, ACO Hill also handled several 
code enforcement related duties, including the 351 abandoned 
vehicles abated from city streets in 2010.  
 

The Animal Control Officer was also directly responsible for       
compelling the licensing of 407 animals for 2010 (this includes life-
time licenses).  ACO Hill has encouraged animal owners to       
purchase lifetime licenses as opposed to yearly licenses which help 
to offset the number of yearly licenses purchased.   
 
A total of 373 domestic animals were impounded and processed 
through the Hoquiam Animal Shelter located along the base of 
the Simpson Avenue Bridge directly behind the police station. 
 

In 2010, the ACO held one of his popular animal licensing/ rabies 
shot clinics at the police station.  The department appreciated the   
assistance of Dr. Westby and his staff from the Raintree Veterinary 
Clinic.    
 

A large part of the animal control officer’s duties included       
educating citizens on responsible pet ownership.  The ACO worked 
closely with local animal shelter organizations to facilitate the 
adoption of abandoned animals who deserve a loving home. 

 

 
   

COMPLAINT 
SUMMARY 

 
2008 

 
2009 

 
2010 

 Complaints 830 877 923 

Citations Issued 88 128 65 

Licenses Issued 507 805 407 

ANIMAL IMPOUNDS 2008 2009 2010 

Domestic Animals 412 366 373 

DISPOSITIONS 2010 

Animals Euthanized 106 

Animals Adopted 23 

Redeemed by Owner 129 

To PAWS 99 

A vehicle ticketed on Emerson   
Avenue for illegally parking over 
the curb on the planting strip. 

Did you know?  The department’s annual 
and monthly statistical reports are regularly 
posted for viewing or download on the city 
website at www.cityofhoquiam.com/police.  
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2010 Hoquiam CRIME BEAT 

• On January 13, 2010 at 0450 hours, officers were dispatched to the Farmer’s Market for a  
burglary.  Sergeant Salstrom and his canine partner “Enno” were able to track to behind Polson  
Museum and located the broken-open cash box stolen from the market.  Officers re-interviewed four 
suspects from an earlier vehicle prowl and determined they had also committed the burglary.  Almost 
all of the money was recovered.  The suspects were booked at the county jail for felony burglary. 
• On January 16, 2010 at 0130 hours, officers responded with Hoquiam paramedics to an     
intoxicated 15-year old girl in the 300 block of Karr Ave.  The female was uncooperative with police 
and fire personnel.  After being arrested for the alcohol violation, the female attempted to kick officers 
and head-butted one officer.  The female had to be hospitalized due to her intoxication. 
• Officers investigated what was determined to be a drug-deal rip-off robbery on January 27, 
2010 in the 500 block of J Street.  The entire incident, which revolved around the intended sale of a 
few Oxycondon pills, resulted in the arrest of a 19-year old Hoquiam resident for robbery.   
• Officers were dispatched to a stabbing victim at Community Hospital on January 30, 2010 at 
0425 hours.  The 17-year old male admitted he had been at a party in a house in the 500 block of 
Monroe Street when he got into an argument with a 20-year old Satsop man.  The suspect pulled a 
small knife and stabbed the victim several times in the abdomen, arm and buttocks.  The suspect was 
subsequently arrested, interviewed and booked at the county jail for felony assault. 
• On February 18, 2010 at 0100 hours, officers responded to a malicious mischief in the 700 
block of 6th Street for a rock thrown through a bedroom window.  Officers soon learned the suspect 
was the victim’s 23-year old ex-boyfriend.  Officers then discovered the victim’s car sustained broken 
windows and had been spray-painted with vulgar slurs.  Officers arrested the suspect and booked 
him at the county jail for felony malicious mischief under the domestic violence act. 
• In the afternoon of February 22, 2010, officers responded to a distraught Hoquiam female who 
had locked herself inside the Washington State Patrol office to escape from her boyfriend.  The  
female was in fear of years of apparent abuse and threats.  Officers responded to the couple’s home 
in the 2900 block of Pacific Ave to arrest the suspect on existing Hoquiam and Aberdeen warrants.  
The male refused to come out, so officers had to force entry to make the arrest.  The suspect was 
later transported to Community Hospital as he claimed to have swallowed methamphetamine prior to 
the arrest.  The suspect was later booked at the Aberdeen City Jail. 

• On February 26, 2010 at 0420 hours, Officer Jeremy Mitchell located a 
suspicious vehicle parked at the Endresen Boat Launch.  Officer Mitchell    
recognized the driver as a drug suspect wanted on a felony warrant.  As the 
officer turned around, the suspect sped away at a high rate of speed- in excess 
of 55 mph in the 25 zone.  The suspect collided with a disabled car on the side 
of the street near Tennis Court, sending the parked car into a nearby power 
pole.  The driver was arrested after he was knocked unconscious by the     
airbags.  He was booked on the warrant, a new drug charge (for meth) as well 

as attempting to elude a pursing police vehicle. 
• On March 22, 2010 at 1330 hours, officers were dispatched to an assault in the 1000 block of 
Washington Ave.  The 64-year old female homeowner had been assaulted by a 52-year old male 
(sex offender) neighbor after the woman attempted to shoo his dog out of her yard.  The suspect, 
who was described as 6 foot- 430 pounds, followed the victim into her home where he grabbed her 
and hit her with a stick.  The suspect was booked for burglary and assault.   
• On March 24, 2010, officers and detectives traveled to the 500 block of K Street to assist state 
probation officers with a state supervised sex offender.  DOC officers suspected that a violent 37-year 
old Aberdeen offender may also be hiding out at the location.  This man had previously made threats 
of being armed and claimed that he was not going to be sent back to prison.  While checking the 
home, an alert neighbor advised officers on the perimeter about a man hiding on the roof by the  
chimney.  After obtaining a ladder from the fire department, the 37-year old suspect was coaxed 

down and arrested without incident. 
• On March 27, 2010 at 0005 hours, Officer Blundred attempted to stop a vehicle for speeding 
in the 600 block of Broadway Ave.  The driver refused to stop and accelerated to 75 mph.  After 
several turns, the 32-year old driver stopped at his home in the 2000 block of Panama Ave.  The 
suspect was highly intoxicated, refused the officer’s commands, but was so drunk he stumbled and 
then fell down at which point he was taken into custody for felony eluding and DUI. 
• On April 26, 2010, officers responded to the 500 block of Beacon Hill Drive 
for a stolen pick-up.  Officers discovered it matched the description of a truck 
later used in the attempted theft of a Pepsi vending machine from an apartment   
complex in the 1000 block of Lincoln Street.  In the process of escaping with the 
machine, the vending machine slid out of the back of the truck and was left in the 
middle of the street. 
• On April 27, 2010, Sgt. Strong stopped a vehicle for driving without headlights at night and 
arrested the 17-year old Tacoma male for lying about his name and not having a license.  During a 
vehicle impound inventory, Sgt. Strong located a loaded .45 caliber handgun stolen from a  bur-
glary in Kitsap County.  The juvenile claimed another person gave him the pistol in Tacoma; he 
was booked at the juvenile detention facility on felony charges. 
• Officers responded to a weapons display on April 28, 2010 in the 2800 block of Sunmer Ave.  
During the investigation, officers learned three males forced their way into an apartment to collect 
an apparent drug debt owed by the victim’s step-daughter.  In checking the area between the 
apartment and the step-daughter’s home, Sgt. Krohn located the suspects.   Two suspects, ages 
25 and 40 from Aberdeen, were booked into the county jail on felony robbery charges.  One    
suspect tried to ditch a container of drugs when he was stopped by the police.  
• On May 5, 2010 at 1645 hours, officers responded to a disturbance in the parking lot of a 
bank in the 800 block of 8th Street.  Officers observed the persons involved in a white Nissan pick-
up and attempted to stop the vehicle.  The driver ignored the lights/siren until reaching the      
Simpson Avenue Bridge at which point he accelerated- turning the incident into a felony eluding.  
Officers pursued the vehicle out the East Hoquiam Road but terminated due to the reckless    
actions of the suspect.  A warrant was issued for the arrest of the driver.  
• On June 1, 2010 at approximately 2010 hours, a vehicle prowl was reported in the parking lot 
of the YMCA.  Within an hour, the victim’s stolen credit card was used in Ocean Shores.  Sgt. 
Krohn was able to secure a name and description of the suspect from the business; Sgt. Krohn 
then checked a national database to discover the suspect had prior history of frauds and thefts.  A 
felony warrant has been issued for his arrest. 
• Officer Hergert stopped a vehicle being operated by a suspended driver on June 17, 2010.  
The driver was taken to the station while Officer Blundred inventoried the vehicle prior to impound.   
During the inventory, the officer located $2700 in counterfeit currency in a binocular case.  The 
driver was later interviewed before the case was turned over to the US Secret Service. 
• On June 22, 2010, officers responded to an apparent attempted abduction of a 13-year old 
special needs child in the 2300 block of Sumner Ave.  A 46-year old Hoquiam man put his arm 
around the child and started walking the victim down the sidewalk before being confronted by the 
victim’s mother.  The victim’s father followed the suspect and had the wherewithal to take photos 
of the man with his cellular phone.  Officers identified the suspect from the photos as person with 
long-standing mental health issues.  The same suspect had previously been arrested for hugging 
another 13-year old child on a sidewalk in January.  The suspect was booked at the county jail for 
felony child luring charges.  He was then transferred to a mental health facility for an evaluation.   
• The owner of the Fairway Market, located at 2510 Sumner Ave, reported he was robbed by a 
masked suspect wielding a knife on June 27, 2010.  The victim fled the store while the suspect 
apparently helped himself to cash from the register.  There are currently no leads. 

Officer Phil High joined the 
department on Feb 1st 
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• On July 4, 2010 at 2148 hours, the Hoquiam Fire Department responded to a structure fire at an 
apartment complex located in the 400 block of Third Street.  Sgt. Wertanen assisted in the          
investigation as the fire appeared suspicious.  Detectives continue to follow-up on leads  
• In the evening hours between July 10 and July 11, 2010, a suspect entered Swanson’s grocery 
store through a back door into a mechanical room.  The suspect was then able to scale across the 
interior rafters to the upstairs office area where a metal cash box was forced open.  Detectives have 
been pursuing leads, including one suspect who was a former employee. 

• On July 12, 2010, a loaded log truck ignored the over-height warning system 
and crossed the Simpson Avenue Bridge.  A 20-foot long log at the top of the load 
struck the bridge structure and was ripped from the truck- landing in the roadway.  
The driver was later located and ticketed for the violation. 
• On July 22, 2010, officers were investigating a reported vehicle theft where 
the suspect was later observed driving the stolen vehicle in the area.  As Officer 
Hergert turned around to give chase, the suspect ditched the vehicle and fled on 
foot.  Sgt. Salstrom and Enno were called-in to attempt to track the suspect but he 
could not be located; felony charges were filed with the county prosecutor’s office.  

The  suspect already had a felony probation warrant for his arrest at the time of this incident. 
• Police and Fire personnel responded to a call of a 3-year old child not breathing on August 4, 
2010 in the 2700 block of Pacific Avenue.  Upon arrival, it was determined the child had likely passed 
away during the night.  Detective Sgt. Fretts investigated the circumstances of the death and took two 
other small children into protective custody given the living conditions of the home.  An autopsy and      
toxicology test failed to determine the manner of death; the case is still open. 
• In the afternoon of August 5, 2010, officers responded to a vehicle versus pedestrian collision in 
the 2900 block of Simpson Avenue.  Officers determined the 73-year old Ocean Shores driver had 
struck a 40-year old transient after the pedestrian jumped out into traffic.  It was suspected the    
pedestrian was intoxicated or high on drugs; he apparently did not suffer any serious injuries. 
• On August 19, 2010, officers responded to a disturbance in the 1800 block of Broadway     
Avenue.  The subject threatened neighbors and was outside at one point naked from the waist down, 
swinging around a large sword.  Officers attempted to negotiate with the man, who had a history of 
mental health issues, but the subject retreated to his home, barricaded the doors, and was observed 
brandishing a sword.  After attempting to talk the man out for three hours, officers forced entry and 
subdued the man by firing a less-than-lethal “bean-bag” round and using a Taser.  During the service 
of a search warrant later, officers recovered the swords and a small marihuana grow. 
• A routine traffic stop by Officer McCartney on August 25, 2010 turned into a felony eluding after 
a 29-year old driver with a suspended license stopped, but then drove away before he could be taken 
into custody.  The driver led the officer from Emerson Avenue at a high rate across the SR 109 spur 
to US 101 before stopping again.  Upon the arrival of a back-up officer, the driver drove through a 
ditch and headed north on US 101 in excess of 70-mph.  The sergeant terminated the pursuit as the 
driver was already identified; he was submitted for felony eluding charges. 
• On August 25, 2010, the department received confirmed latent prints from the state crime lab 
from a commercial burglary investigated in the 2400 block of Aberdeen Avenue on June 5, 2010.  
Sgt. Joe Strong recovered the prints - ten of which matched a 44-year old Hoquiam man with an 
extensive criminal record.  The man was charged and convicted of burglary. 
• Officers were dispatched to a vehicle versus pedestrian collision in a convenience store parking 
lot in the 200 block of Lincoln Street on September 14, 2010.  A 90-year old Hoquiam man walking 
across the lot was run over by a 41-year old Aberdeen man in a Ford Explorer.  According to      
witnesses, the driver backed over the victim, and then pulled forward- running over the victim again 
before witnesses could get the driver to stop.  The pedestrian later died of his injuries. 
• Detective Gaddis investigated two separate Internet fraud cases during the month- one on 

September 17th and the other coming in on September 21st.  In both 
cases, the victims attempted to purchase a vehicle or camp trailer off 
an Internet posting.  The victims only had limited communication with the sellers, both who were 
out of state.  The victims sent money ($11,000 in one case and $2,800 in the other) without having 
the items in-hand and soon discovered all contacts had ceased and nothing was ever delivered.   
• On September 21, 2010 at 2145 hours, Officer Blundred was on patrol in the 100 block of 
West Chenault Ave when he came across a suspicious truck parked near the old Lion’s Park.  In 
checking the immediate area, he located a 21-year old man walking from the area of Hoquiam 
High School.  Officers checked the school and discovered the male had been attempting to steal 
gas from vehicles in the lot and he was arrested.   
• Officer Dayton received a letter of commendation for his actions in locating an occupied 
stolen vehicle while off-duty on October 1, 2010.  Officer Dayton noticed the vehicle on Cherry 
Street and recalled it matched the description of a stolen vehicle from Aberdeen.  Officers were 
able to stop and arrest both occupants of the stolen Ford Expedition. During the arrest, officers 
also recovered drugs and several stolen backpacks taken from outside Hoquiam High School. 
• A pizza delivery man was tricked into delivering a large order to a residence in the 500 block 
of Third Street on October 5, 2010.  A teen male answered the door, took the pizza, and closed the 
door- claiming he was going to get his mother to make payment.  After waiting for about 30     
minutes, the delivery person found the house to be empty.  Officers were able to track a cell phone 
number back to a 13-year old Aberdeen boy and 20-year old Hoquiam man; both were charged. 

• On October 7, 2010 at 0742 hours, Hoquiam officers responded to 
a reported one vehicle versus log truck collision on SR 109 west of the 
SR 109 Spur.  A Toyota 4-runner westbound side-swiped a loaded log 
truck eastbound.  There was extensive damage down the driver’s side of 
the Toyota, ripping open the driver’s door and ejecting the 48-year old 
Aberdeen female.  The driver was not using the seat belt and later died 
from head injuries.   

• Detectives arrested the 24-year old father of a five week old infant for felony assault of a child 
on October 27, 2010.  Although the child did not suffer life-threatening injuries, she was transferred 
to Mary Bridge Hospital for treatment.  The father was charged with felony assault of a child. 
• During Friday afternoon clam-tide traffic on November 5, 2010, Officer Dayton attempted to 
stop a driver on Cherry Street for not stopping at the stop sign.  The driver attempted to elude by 
driving on the sidewalk for several blocks, reaching speeds of 40-45 mph.  As the officer made his 
way through the heavy traffic, the suspect abandoned the car on Beacon Hill and attempted to 
escape through the brush and down an embankment.  The 36-year old Ocean Shores man was 
arrested hiding in a Queets Avenue home occupied by a woman and two small children.  He was 
charged with felony eluding, burglary and violating a domestic violence no-contact order (as he 
was prohibited from being with the passenger in his vehicle). 
• Officers responded to a vehicle versus child collision in the 300 block of Simpson Avenue on 
November 16, 2010 at 0741 hours.  A 25-year old driver in the right lane struck the child as he 
crossed from left to right on the double-lane, one-way street.  The child suffered a broken leg.  As 
the child was being transported to the hospital via Hoquiam Ambulance, a 45-year old Aberdeen 
woman made a left turn into McDonald’s from the right lane of Simpson Avenue directly into the 
path of the ambulance, resulting in another collision.   
• In an example of excellent police skills, Officer Dayton recovered a stolen 
BMW at the 7-11 in the 200 block of Lincoln Street on November 18, 2010.   
Officer Dayton pulled up to the store and noticed two 19-year old females in 
the BMW- one of whom gave him the “oh darn” look.  Officer Dayton          
discovered the car stolen out of California.  He arrested the females and   
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recovered marihuana with a search warrant.  During the course of the investigation, Officer Dayton 
linked the vehicle to a 33-year old Redding man staying at a house in the 1200 block of Wheeler 
Avenue.  Another search warrant yielded his arrest, more marihuana and the arrest of two more 
suspects with drugs.  In total, about four and a half pounds of marihuana intended for sale were  
recovered.   The suspects were arrested on felony charges as a result of this one simple contact. 
• On Friday November 19, 2010 at 1715 hours, officers responded to the 200 block of West  
Emerson Avenue for a reported assault with firearm.  The 52-year old suspect, who had been     
drinking, was apparently upset when his 54-year old neighbor pulled into the driveway in order to 
back his work truck into his own driveway across the street.  The suspect pointed a 10mm pistol at 
the neighbor and the neighbor’s 40-year old employee.  Officers surrounded the suspect’s home and 
closed down Emerson Avenue (which had heavy Friday night beach traffic) for around 40 minutes 
until the suspect surrendered.  The suspect was booked on felony assault with a firearm. 
• On the morning of Monday November 29, 2010 starting at 0900 hours, officers received reports 
of numerous tire-slashings which had taken place overnight.  After the initial report in the 700 block of 
First Street, officers began checking the immediate area for additional victims.  In total, 22 tires were 
slashed on 14 vehicles.  No suspect(s) have been identified at this time. 
• At 1040 hours on November 29, 2010, officers responded to a domestic disturbance at an 
apartment building in the 500 block of Karr Avenue.  As the first officer approached the door, he could 
hear a woman screaming and the very distinct sound of a stun-gun being discharged.  As the officer 
started to kick-in the door, a male opened it.  The 23-year old female related the 28-year old      
Silverdale man had choked her, punched her and used a handheld stun-gun on her when she     
attempted to leave her apartment.  The man was arrested for felony domestic violence assault. 

• On December 1, 2010 at approximately 1545 hours, Officer Peterson 
located a suspect in the 2600 block of Bay Avenue wanted on felony      
warrants who also had a propensity to lead officers on high speed pursuits.  
The same suspect led Hoquiam officers on a pursuit in May from downtown 
out the East Hoquiam Road before the officers terminated the pursuit.  In this 
case, the suspect left a nearby residence and attempted to again flee in his 
car as the first officer arrived.  As the Officer Hergert reached the scene, he 

applied the PIT (Pursuit Intervention Technique) to stop the suspect as he attempted to back away 
under full acceleration from Officer Peterson.  The PIT spun the suspect around and pinned the  
suspect vehicle in between two parked cars.  The suspect resisted arrest and was physically       
removed from his vehicle before being booked on numerous felony charges. 
• Officers responded to a vehicle versus child injury collision in the 600 block of K Street on  
December 6, 2010 at 1509 hours.  According to witnesses, the 8-year old boy darted off the sidewalk 
mid-block behind a passing flat-bed truck and directly into the path of a car going the other direction.  
The child was transported to the hospital by ambulance but apparently sustained no serious injuries.   
• On December 11, 2010 at 0156 hours, officers responded to a hit and run collision in the 500 
block of Lincoln Street.  Witnesses observed a large white pick-up rear-end a smaller truck legally 
parked on the side of the street.  The impact destroyed the small truck and pushed it approximately 
15 feet up the street.  The suspect was able to leave in his vehicle, minus the front license plate 
which was ripped off and left behind from the crash.  The fleeing driver has since been identified and 
charged through his attorney with hit and run. 
• Officers responded to the 1800 block of Broadway Avenue at 1557 hours on December 18, 
2010 for an assault with a firearm.  According to the investigation, in a confrontation along the street, 
a 17-year old Hoquiam boy pulled a .357 pistol and shot one round between the legs of another 17-
year old Hoquiam boy who had been text-messaging the suspect’s ex-girlfriend.  The suspect then 
allegedly pointed the gun at the face of the victim and threatened “he was not afraid to use it”.      

2010 Hoquiam CRIME BEAT 
Officers recovered the firearm and arrested the suspect after stopping him 
in his pick-up on 16th Street.  The juvenile is now facing charges of felony assault and illegal   
possession of a pistol by a minor. 

• On December 19, 2010 at 2300 hours, officers responded with Hoquiam 
Fire to a reported structure fire at an automotive body shop located in the 400 
block of Ontario Street.  The back of the building was engulfed in flames.  The 
quick work of the fire department saved the structure and  limited the damage 
to around $50,000.  Video surveillance revealed a suspect caught on camera 
lighting combustibles in a dumpster adjacent to the building.  The            
department’s arson investigator, Sgt. Wertanen, was called-out to investigate 
the fire with the fire department.  In an effort to generate leads and promote 
safety, CRIME WATCH volunteers distributed flyers to all eastside busi-

nesses a few days later which included the suspect’s photo as well as arson prevention tips. 
• Hoquiam officers and detectives from the Grays Harbor Drug Task force converged on a 
home in the 300 block of Lawrence Drive in the early morning hours of December 20, 2010 to 
serve a drug search warrant.  A few days earlier, Officer Dayton and Sgt. Strong turned a text 
message about wanting to buy drugs (mistakenly sent to the wrong person) into a full-blown   
heroin-delivery investigation.  The officers not only recognized the person who sent the wrong text 
message, but also located him leaving this particular residence after he had apparently purchased 
heroin.  Based on this information, a search warrant was secured for the house.  Once the warrant 
was served and evidence recovered, a 30-year old man was booked on felony drug charges.  Two 
other occupants, including the homeowner himself, were cited for      
misdemeanor drug offenses and later released.  Neighbors had been 
complaining about illegal activity at this location for some time and the 
department had been already working with city Code Enforcement to 
abate the nuisance issues.  This case was another example of excellent 
police work by our patrol officers.  It was also a good example of one of 
the department’s focus points to “target drug locations”. 
• Late in the evening of December 20, 2010, officers took a theft report of a wallet with cash, 
debit card and credit cards from a fitness center in the 2500 block of Simpson Avenue.            
Unfortunately, the victim had left her PIN with the debit card and the card was used almost     
immediately the next morning to get cash at an ATM.  Sgt. Wertanen pursued the case that    
morning by tracking down video surveillance at local ATMs and convenience stores where the card 
had been used or attempted.  Through the day, Sgt. Wertanen was able to obtain a clear suspect 
and vehicle description as well as photos of a female buying lottery tickets or withdrawing cash 
from ATMs. By around 1458 hours, Sgt. Wertanen tracked the suspect to yet another convenience 
store and arrested her for felony theft; he was also able to recover the stolen card.  The 20-year 
old Aberdeen woman confessed to the crimes and is facing several felony charges. 
• In example of ongoing community partnerships, Hoquiam officers assisted state Department 
of Corrections officers in locating a state offender violating probation in the 100 block of West 
Chenault Avenue on December 22, 2010 at 1238 hours.  In the process of detaining the 45-year 
old Hoquiam man, officers located drugs associated with the offender as well as drugs on the 
person of a 24-year old Hoquiam woman at the residence.  Both were booked into the county jail 
on felony drug charges. 
• On December 26, 2010 at 1508 hours, officers responded to the reported sexual assault of a 
2-year old female within a home in the 2500 block of Sumner Avenue.  Officers and detectives are 
working with CPS to investigate both the child’s father, who is a registered sex offender, as well as 
the child’s uncle who is a transient (but was staying at the residence because of the holidays). 
 

Arson Suspect 
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The year 2010 saw the department at full staffing for the first time since 
2006.  Roy Kinney, who retired as a patrol sergeant in 2009, returned 
to the ranks in the newly created police services officer (PSO) position 
on January 1st.  Phil High, who was a lateral officer from Ocean Shores 
started on February 1st.  Don Wertanen was promoted to patrol       
sergeant on February 16th.  With full staffing, the department increased 
activity (as recorded in law incidents) by 23.5% while at the same time 
ending the biennium $42,000 under-budget in overtime.  It was clear 
the current staffing model created not only budgetary savings but       
certainly increased operational efficiencies. 
 

The department leveraged available budget funds to complete several  
projects and to purchase equipment during the year.  This included a 
patrol car, an administrative vehicle and a CRIME WATCH volunteer 
car.  In addition to the vehicles, purchases included all the equipment 
necessary.  Available funds were also used to purchase less-lethal  
beanbag ammunition launchers, computers for patrol, two portable 
radios, an exhaust fan and air purifiers for the evidence room, tactical 
patrol rifle flashlights, accessories for the Leica ‘total station’ measuring 
device, two patrol bicycles and a fitness machine.  Since the vehicles 
were absorbed within the budget, vehicle funds were saved for a future 
purchase– thus getting the city ahead.  In the end, the police fund was 
$99,117 under-budget, animal control was $11,715 under-budget and   
police special fund was $2,043 under-budget for the biennium.      
 

The department held five “weekend warrant sweep” sessions in 2010.  
The City Jail was staffed with temporary corrections officers with a total 
of 97 individuals booked, clearing 144 warrants and collecting $28,050 
in bail.  This effort will continue with monthly sessions in 2011-2012.  
 

The department’s monthly In-Service Training Program- fully             
implemented in 2010- increased the professional development of our 
staff.  Training sessions included firearms, tactical rifle, use of force,    
TASER  update, first-aid/CPR, defensive tactics, state accreditation, 
Pursuit  Intervention Technique (PIT), Emergency Vehicle Operator’s 
Course (EVOC) and patrol response to active shooter.  The department 
also hosted outside training in the upstairs training room to include 

gang awareness and LIDAR certification.  In 2010, 
all sworn officers received the statutorily required 
24-hours of in-service training or more. 
 

The department had six officers and two CRIME 
WATCH volunteers participate in the annual 
“Shop with a Cop” in 2010.    

 

In pursuit of State Accreditation, the     
department implemented an Employee Performance Evaluation    
Program for all staff.   
 

The department was proud to participate in a very successful “National 
Night Out Against Crime” on August 3rd.  Hoquiam hosted eight “block 
parties” around the city visited by police, fire and city staff. 
 

In September, the department participated in the DEA “Take Back” 
program for unwanted prescription medication.  Hoquiam was the only 
agency in the county and collected 89 pounds in the one day event. 
 

Several important upgrades were made to the department’s records 
function.  All patrol vehicles were equipped with electronic ticketing 
and accident report systems (SECTOR).  New network computer wiring 
was installed at the station.  PSO Kinney purged boxes and boxes of old  
police reports and records which had not been touched in decades.   
 

In addition to the Annual Department Reports, the Monthly Statistical 
Reports were also posted on the city website for review by citizens.  Day
-to-day police activity was posted on the free website: 
www.crimereports.com.  The department was represented at the three 
Community Ward Meetings held in June and frequently participated in 
community outreach presentations and activities. 
 

A BSA Police Explorer Post was established to promote youth           
involvement in the department and law enforcement as a career. 
 

The volunteer CRIME WATCH program donated 1620 hours of service 
during the year.  This included residence and business checks, office 
work, public safety presentations, and security/ traffic at local events. 
CRIME WATCH also launched a “graffiti abatement” program and  the 
city purchased a new CRIME WATCH vehicle.  
 

The department secured several grants to enhance service to the    
community.  Grants included $1000 toward a new radar purchase, 
SECTOR equipment for patrol cars– to include the scanners and    
printers- and $300 toward Halloween safety bags for the elementary 
schools.  In December, PSO Kinney secured a federal grant for 
$22,297.65 for a “Cross Match” electronic fingerprint scanner for the city 
jail.  Since the city jail closed in 2002, many city arrests have not been 
recorded on individual’s criminal history records since there were no  
fingerprints.  The unit is expected to be installed at 
the station in 2011. 
 

Volunteer Appreciation  

2010 “Shop With A Cop” 


