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CHIEF’S MESSAGE 

I am proud to present this as my sixth Annual Report 

since joining the department as chief of police.  I 

found 2011 to be a year of challenges to which we 

worked hard to adapt and address.  This was                    

accomplished because of the strong ongoing support 

of Mayor Jack Durney, City Administrator Brian Shay 

and our City Council, but especially because of the outstanding caliber 

of the officers and leaders we have in our ranks. 
 

The year could be summarized as one of budget setbacks, mental 

health offenders and metal thieves.  The crime rate took a significant 

jump over the prior year.  Although disappointing, it was not              

unexpected given the stagnant economy punctuated by the highest 

county unemployment rate in the state for most of the year.   
 

With the sudden closure of Grays Harbor Paper at the end of May, the 

city was forced to cut 10% from the general fund.  For our department, 

this equated to one police officer position left open by the January    

retirement of Sergeant Steve Fretts, as well as funds for future patrol 

car purchases (totaling almost $100,000).   
 

Deputy Chief Jim Maloney also retired in May, thus concluding a stellar 

34-year career with the city.  He will certainly be missed as his duties 

were shifted to other department members.  The position was frozen 

until the end of December to save additional funds. 
 

Although down in staffing, our patrol officers continued to pursue        

offenders of crime and disorder.  The department handled 17,319 law 

incidents in 2011 with approximately 41.7% of those incidents directly 

attributed to the proactive work of our officers on the street.   
 

With a global spike in scrap metal value, officers chased many metal 

thieves working under the cover of darkness to support a drug habit.  

The problem became epidemic with old mill equipment carted off in 

buckets and wheelbarrows, pipes dug from the ground and copper 

wire stripped from train trestles. 
 

Officers encountered more offenders obviously suffering from           

unstable mental health issues– likely another casualty of state budget 

cuts.  In addition to suspects under the influence of drugs and alcohol, 

officers faced uncooperative mentally ill offenders thus requiring a 

61.5% overall increase in the use-of-force to control situations.   
 

By the end of the year, the department was $145,000 under budget, 

even after the earlier cuts from the mill closure.  A $27,872 electronic 

fingerprint scanner was installed in the jail under a federal grant.  A 

―radar trailer‖ was purchased under a $5,000 state grant to remind  

motorists be mindful of their speed in our neighborhoods. While      

frugal, we took pride in maintaining all our equipment in top condition 

as well as continuing our in-service training program.  Every officer 

exceeded the minimum annual state training hours.   
 

We had fun partnering with the community in several programs,      

including National Night Out, Shop-With-A-Cop, station tours for kids, 

DEA drug take-back, a ―Bike Rodeo‖ at Central Elementary and the 

―32-Minute‖ program at Hoquiam High School.  The Bike Rodeo taught 

students the basics of bike safety and the need for bike helmets; our 

bike patrol officers and the students had a great time and it is hoped to 

be an annual event.  The ―32-Minute‖ program emphasized the        

dangers of drinking and driving to include a mock crash complete with 

full fire department response and life-flight medical helicopter. 
 

Our CRIME WATCH volunteers continued to be a force multiplier as 

they conducted vacation checks, provided security at events and      

increased graffiti abatement with three new members added to their 

ranks.  At the other end of the age spectrum, our Police Explorers 

worked their first event as security at the Relay for Life in June.  This 

outstanding group of young adults (ages 16-20) grew to six members 

under the enthusiastic leadership of Officer Blundred.     
 

I cannot express enough appreciation for the dedicated men and wom-

en of the Hoquiam Police Department who provide the best of law en-

forcement services to our citizens every single day.  As evidenced by 

Officer Brian Dayton as The Daily World 2011 Officer-of-the-Year, our 

department holds the best of the best in our ranks.  No matter the chal-

lenges in the future, we strive to provide the services our citizen de-

serve and expect of their city. 

     JEFF MYERS 

     Chief of Police 
     360-532-0892 x 105 

     jmyers@cityofhoquiam.com 

MISSION OF THE HOQUIAM POLICE DEPARTMENT: Through community partnerships 

and problem solving, we take a unified stance against crime, violence, disorder and disregard for 

the law. With the budgetary support and cooperation of the citizens we serve, we help Hoquiam to 

be strong and self sufficient- because a strong community is a safe community. 



 3 LAW INCIDENTS & 

PART 1 OFFENSES 

Law Incidents in 2011 
 

For the year 2011, law incidents handled by the 

department decreased only slightly from 2010, 

even though the department was down 1.5      

patrol positions.  The department recorded 

17,319 law incidents, which was only 57 less 

than 2010.  ―Law incidents‖ capture all calls for 

service, as well as traffic stops and other officer-

initiated law enforcement activities.   
 

Incidents in 2011 were reflective not only of the 

proactive work of patrol officers, but also an   

increase in the crime rate.   
 

Given high rate unemployment in the county 

coupled with economic stress, the increase in 

crime was disappointing but not unanticipated.  

The crime rate in 2011 increased by 12.2% as 

tracked in the Uniform Crime Report (chart low-

er right).  There were 528 ―UCR Part I Crimes‖ 

in 2011 as compared to 464 in 2010.  The UCR 

rate in 2011 was higher than the prior five years.  
 

Of the 17,319 law incidents handled in 2011,      

approximately 7,225 were traffic stops and    

subject stop/ suspicious person contacts.  These 

law incidents were directly related to proactive 

officer-initiated activity while on patrol and    

accounted for 41.7% of the total activity for the 

entire year.  This activity was only 2.3% lower 

than in 2010 when the department was at full 

staff. 

Part 1 Offenses—Most Serious Crimes 
 

―Part 1 Crimes‖ are designated as the most serious offenses investigated by a 

law enforcement agency.  The total number under each of the crime           cat-

egories are reported monthly to the Federal Bureau of Investigation through 

the Washington Association of Sheriffs and Police Chiefs in the       Uniform 

Crime Report (UCR).  This is a standard statistic used by agencies across the 

nation.  In 2012, this report will change to the National Incident Based Report-

ing System or NIBRS. 
     

Crimes considered ―Part 1 Offenses‖ are: Homicide, Forcible Rape, Robbery,    

Aggravated Assault, Burglary, Larceny/Theft, Motor Vehicle Theft and Arson.  

There were no homicides recorded in 2011.  Unfortunately, property crimes 

and aggravated assaults increased over the prior year, with the exception of     

vehicle theft (see chart below). 

UNIFORM CRIME REPORT COMPARISON 

CRIME 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Homicide 1 2 0 1 0 0 

Rape 5 5 1 5 3 7 

Robbery 2 6 3 11 5 7 

Burglary 111 106 71 111 90 98 

Aggravated  

Assault 

5 13 13 8 11 21 

Theft 348 327 307 332 325 381 

Vehicle Theft 45 32 18 25 25 12 

Arson 0 5 2 7 5 2 

Totals 517 496 415 500 464 528 
Did you know?  The department’s annual and monthly statistical reports 
are regularly posted for viewing or download on the city website at 
www.cityofhoquiam.com/police.  
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CRIMES AGAINST PERSONS 

& DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

Simple Assaults and Domestic Violence 

Crimes against persons tend to be very situational.  In 

2011, crimes against persons as reflected in the assault 

statistics increased 32.6% over 2010.  ―Simple assaults 

(the most common misdemeanor assault) and            

domestic violence assaults increased significantly.  

More weapons (knife or firearm) were used in 2011 

than in prior years. 
 

There were 10 assaults during which a knife or firearm 

was allegedly used.  There were no homicides. 
 

Overall, ―domestic violence‖ related incidents            

decreased slightly to 297 from the prior year.   Under 

state law, an officer is mandated to make an arrest for 

Domestic Violence Assault if an assault occurred with-

in the preceding four hours. 
  

Juvenile Runaways 

Although running away from home is not a crime,   

runaways are often reported to the police.  Since  

2000, the average number of runaways reported to the 

police department has generally declined.  In 2011, 

there were 30 reported juvenile runaways. 
 

Sex Offenses 

Most of the sex offenses investigated by the police  

involve the abuse of a child.  The number of sex 

crimes reported during 2011 increased as compared 

to prior years.  These crimes tend to involve complex 

investigations requiring considerable time and                

resources, but may not yield clear outcomes because 

of the nature of the crime and the age of the victims. 

SEX OFFENSES 

CRIME 2008 2009 2010 2011 2007 

Rape 1 5 3 7 5 

Sexual Assault 21 17 22 34 21 

Public Indecency 1 1 3 3 1 

CRIMES AGAINST PERSONS 

CRIME 2008 2009 2010 2011 2007 

HOMICIDE 0 1 0 0 2 

ASSAULTS 

Domestic Violence 

Other, Simple 

Knife 

Firearm 

144 

83 

57 

2 

2 

154 

73 

78 

3 

0 

143 

74 

63 

4 

2 

212 

97 

105 

7 

3 

154 

68 

80 

4 

2 

TOTAL 144 155 143 212 156 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE INCIDENTS  

CRIME 2008 2009 2010 2011 2007 

Family fights resulting in    

arrest for Assault 

83 73 74 97 68 

Family fights resulting in    

arrest for property damage 

8 9 8 18 11 

Family fights—no arrest 36 43 65 71 30 

Violation of Restraining or         

Protection Order 

94 101 111 75 99 

Custodial Interference 24 30 26 28 28 

Reports of Child Abuse or       

Neglect 

7 13 17 8 20 

TOTAL 252 269 301 297 256 

Did you know?  Citizens can view law incidents on a map of         
Hoquiam on the free website: www.crimereports.com.  
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Although crimes against property increased in 

2011, the overall value of property lost decreased.  

This could be reflective of the economic downturn, 

high unemployment and the type of items stolen.   
 

Metal thefts were rampant during the year, but often the value of 

the metal was listed according to the scrap price, not the           

replacement value.  Value loss in 2011 dropped 30.6% from 2010 

to $179,826. 
 

As noted above, metal thefts (and the associated burglary and 

trespass investigations) were prolific in the area.  As with most 

crimes against property, metal theft was an easy way for drug 

abusers to support their habit.  The department has been working 

with other local jurisdictions within existing state laws to prevent 

the sale of illegally obtained scrap, but the market has been driv-

en by high metal prices.   
 

As with most crimes against property, even with an arrest and 

prosecution, the victim will likely never recover the full value of 

the stolen item, especially when unique or a family heirloom.    

Suspects who are convicted are ordered by the court to make  

restitution payments to the victim.  These payments are small and 

usually sporadic at best.  The most important thing a citizen can 

do is to prevent the crime in the first place.  Use secure locks and 

install indoor and outdoor lighting.  Get to know your neighbors 

and keep an eye out for each other.  Own your neighborhood.  
 

Hoquiam residents and businesses can also sign up for free 

checks of their home or business by our CRIME WATCH.  Just 

come to the station to fill out a ‗vacation check‘ form. 
 

Through 2011, CRIME WATCH volunteers stepped-up their 

―graffiti abatement program‖.  In addition to regularly cleaning 

graffiti from public locations– such as signs and 

traffic boxes– the volunteers gathered with Mayor 

Durney (photo left) last summer to tackle a few 

larger graffiti projects plaguing city structures.  

Once the graffiti was painted over, even in the less 

visible, back alley locations, it did not return!   
 

It goes to show property owners can keep the 

graffiti problem at bay with action and vigilance.   

ROBBERY, BURGLARY & PROPERTY CRIME 

CRIME 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Robbery 3 11 5 7 

Thefts 307 332 325 381 

Burglary 71 111 90 98 

Theft of Vehicle 18 25 25 12 

Fraud/Forgery 48 79 53 69 

TOTALS 448 558 498 567 

 PROPERTY STOLEN- VALUE IN DOLLARS 

PROPERTY TYPE 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Cash 151,503 17,568 21,045 31,969 

Jewelry 37,042 231,606 38,056 26,063 

Motor Vehicle 42,000 32,400 49,052 7,700 

TV, Radio, etc. 6,154 8,405 8,860 4,165 

Firearms 2,650 3,325 3,340 6,990 

Clothing 2,309 2,249 23,923 3,869 

Office Equipment 4,000 12,030 6,703 4,727 

Furniture 8,331 7,371 10,386 3,520 

Food 2,243 3,168 1,801 2,018 

Bicycles 4,140 3,883 9,402 5,487 

Miscellaneous 93,778 111,592 106,416 83,319 

TOTALS $353,150 $433,596 $258,984 $179,826 

Did you know?  Out of the value of items stolen above in 2011 at 
$179,826, only 14.2% was recovered at $24,862. 

CRIMES AGAINST PROPERTY 
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CRIME 

2010 

    MALE          FEMALE 

2011 

    MALE         FEMALE 

Other offenses 397 110 394 108 

Assaults 89 23 105 37 

DUI 28 20 40 12 

Drugs 35 21 42 7 

Theft 32 13 47 13 

Robbery/Burg. 21 1 13 8 

Totals 602 188 641 185 

Physical Bookings into Jail 

Since the City Jail closed at the end of 2002, the 

number of prisoners booked has been limited by 

reduced jail availability.  During the last full year 

of jail operation in 2002, 699 inmates were 

booked into the City Jail alone.  Not including the 

weekend warrant sweep sessions, most of the 

day-to-day bookings on municipal charges as  

listed above (misdemeanors)  were at the Grays   

Harbor County Jail at a cost of $58 per day.   
   

The department also held 12 ―weekend jail/  

warrant sweep sessions in 2011 where officers 

arrested and booked individuals into the City Jail 

from Friday night or early Saturday morning 

through court on the following Tuesday.   
    

In 2011, a total of 285 individuals were booked 

into the City Jail, clearing 372 warrants during 

the weekend warrant sweep sessions staffed by  

temporary corrections officers hired from other 

agencies.  The court collected a total of $99,200 

in bail.  Prisoners went before Judge Stewart who 

either released them pending future court dates 

or held them over on bail.  Prisoners held were 

usually transported to the contract jail in Forks at 

a cost of $45 per day. 
   

In December, the city entered into an agreement 

with Aberdeen to host ―Day Jail‖ at the City Jail.  

Aberdeen PD committed a full-time corrections 

officer to help supervise Day Inmates from 0800 

to 1600 daily at the Hoquiam City Jail.  This         

sentencing alternative should provide a cost 

neutral option for the Judges both in Hoquiam 

and Aberdeen and allow defendants to serve 

their time in incremental amounts. 

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2006 

302 364 292 336 294 282 

WARRANT ARRESTS 2008 2009 2010 2011 2007 

TOTAL 305 256 307 521 289 

 A person can be arrested and charged with a crime without actually    

going to jail.  When an officer issues a criminal citation to an individual, 

it was also technically listed as an ‗arrest‘.  Another form of arrest was 

when an officer identified a suspect in a crime and submitted a report to 

the prosecutor to request the person be charged with the offense.  In 

2011, there were a total of 826 adult arrests of all types, which was an      

4.4% increase over 2010 at 790. 

Did you know?  For 2011 alone, the city 
expended $99,835 for contract jail services. 



 7 

Above: Mock crash with student 

actors and full response from    

Hoquiam Fire and medical        

helicopter; Right: Officers remove 

a “dead” student from class as the 

Grim Reaper looks on. 

JUVENILE ARREST 

Custody 

When an officer takes a juvenile into custody for the                  

investigation of a crime the disposition of that contact is usually 

recorded as one of three types: 
 

 ―Handled and Released‖ is generally when an officer      

questions a juvenile, in respect to a crime, then releases the 

juvenile with no further action to be taken. 

 ―Referred to an Adult Authority‖ means that a juvenile is 

questioned, then released to an adult, usually with a verbal 

warning- or referred to an adult court at a later date. 

 ―Referred to Juvenile Authority‖ is used in all cases where a 

juvenile is booked into the juvenile detention facility, or in 

cases where the officer submits a written report to the Grays 

Harbor County Juvenile Prosecutor requesting the juvenile 

be charged with a crime. 
 

Offenses Referred to Juvenile Authority 

The total juvenile arrests for 2011 at 79 was only one more arrest  

than reported in 2010.   
 

Unfortunately, alcohol and assault arrests both showed a marked 

increase over the prior year.           

2011 OFFENSES MALE FEMALE TOTAL 

Alcohol Violations 10 2 12 

Theft 3 0 3 

Assault 18 6 24 

Burglary 9 0 9 

Drug Violation 6 1 7 

All Other Offenses 19 5 24 

JUVENILE ARRESTS 

(Under age 18) 
2008 2009 2010 2011 

Males 72 46 61 65 

Females 15 11 17 14 

TOTAL 87 57 78 79 

AGE OF JUVENILES  

ARRESTED 
2008 2009 2010 2011 

Under 10 7 3 3 0 

10—12 2 2 7 11 

13—14 17 13 25 14 

15 14 16 17 17 

16 26 14 12 23 

17 21 9 14 14 

The department teamed with      

Hoquiam High School and the  

Traffic Safety Task Force to present 

the “Every 32-Minute Program” to 

outline the legal and emotional toll 

of drinking and driving. 
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TRAFFIC 

Traffic Violations 

For 2011, officers issued 1,766 traffic infractions/  

citations for 2,113 different traffic violations.  One 

infraction or citation may contain more than one   vi-

olation. Officers conducted a total of 5,236 traffic 

stops, which was a 11.5% decrease from 2010.  As 

previously noted, Patrol was short 1.5 positions 

which easily explains this change. 
 

Throughout the school year, patrol officers            

conducted regular school zone speed enforcement 

during unassigned time.   A total of 172 speeding in 

school zone infractions were issued. 
 

2011 was the first full-year for implementation of E-

ticketing in the patrol vehicles.  Patrol officers were 

able to scan the driver‘s license and registration to 

populate the ticket fields and print the ticket on a 

small thermal printer for service on the violator.  The 

ticket data was then electronically uploaded to the 

department and the court computer systems.   
  
Parking Enforcement 

The Hoquiam Animal Control Officer (ACO) has the 

additional duty of enforcing parking violations and 

handling complaints of abandoned vehicles on the 

city streets.  During 2011, the department handled 

312 abandoned vehicle incidents of which the vast 

majority were initiated by the ACO.  In addition 

there were 233 parking infractions issued by the              

department (mostly by the ACO as well). 
 

Collisions 

Total traffic collisions decreased by 23.1% from 

those reported in 2010.  Of the 226 reported           

collisions, 49 were listed as ―hit and run‖.   

TRAFFIC OFFENSES  

Driving Without Insurance 476 

Speeding 292 

School Zone Speeding 172 

Driving License Suspended 427 

Seat Belt/ Carseat Violations 27 

No Valid Operator‘s License 34 

Driving While Intoxicated 42 

Negligent/Reckless Driving 14 

Fail to Stop at Sign/ Light 23 

Vehicle License Violations 191 

Cell Phone or Texting Violations 12 

Parking Violations 233 

Following Too Close 17 

All Other Violations 753 

COLLISION TYPE 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Fatal 1 0 2 0 

Property Damage Only 180 204 206 173 

 Injury  21 21  24 20 

Non-Reportable 56 36 55  33 

 Total 258 261 287 226 

Interesting Fact— In 2011, the most common traffic violation cited by 
Hoquiam officers was for “no proof of insurance” followed by “driving 
while license suspended 3rd degree. 
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ANIMAL CONTROL & CODE ENFORCEMENT 

For Hoquiam, ‗Animal Problems‘ were the number one type of 

complaint called into the E-911 Communications Center during 

2011.   
    

During the year, there were 972 animal            

complaints handled by the department.  This was 

an increase of 5.1% or 49 incidents as compared 

to 2010.  In addition to animal control duties    

Monday-Friday on dayshift, ACO Hill also handled 

code enforcement related duties, including 295 of 

the 312 abandoned vehicles abated from city streets. 

 

ACO Hill varied his hours and adjusted some shifts during the 

year in order to maintain random patrols beyond his expected 

normal hours of work. The Animal Control Officer was also      

responsible for compelling the licensing of 393 animals in 2011.  

Many Hoquiam residents have taken advantage of the ―Lifetime 

License‖ for their pets.  Currently 448 animals have the lifetime 

city license.   
 

A total of 322 domestic animals were impounded and processed 

through the Hoquiam Animal Shelter located below the  Simpson 

Avenue Bridge directly behind the police station. 
 

In 2011, the ACO held an animal licensing/ rabies shot clinic at 

the police station.  The department appreciated the assistance of 

Dr. Westby and his staff from Raintree Veterinary Clinic.    
 

A large part of the animal control officer‘s duties included       

educating citizens on responsible pet ownership.  The ACO 

worked closely with local animal organizations, including PAWS, 

to facilitate the adoption of abandoned animals who deserved a 

loving home. 

COMPLAINT 

SUMMARY 
 

2008 

 

2009 

 

2010 

 

2011 

 

2007 

 Complaints 830 877 923 972 1017 

Citations Issued 88 128 65 42 94 

Licenses Issued 507 805 407 393 421 

DISPOSITIONS 2011 

Animals Euthanized 86 

Animals Adopted 10 

Redeemed by Owner 137 

Transferred To PAWS 89 

ANIMAL IMPOUNDS 2008 2009 2010 2011 2007 

Domestic Animals 412 366 373 322 471 

ABANDONED VEHICLES 2008 2009 2010 2011 2007 

 467 451 349 312 569 

Annual Animal Licenses 

must be renewed by the 
end of February!  
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The police department was very fortunate to have two active and dedicated groups of 

volunteers during the year: CRIME WATCH and POLICE EXPLORERS. 
 

CRIME WATCH started in December 2007 and consists of   

volunteers over the age of 50 who conduct residence vacation 

checks, provide security at local events, conduct safety      

programs at local schools, direct traffic, maintain a business 

registration program, hand-out free bike helmets to kids, 

manage a graffiti abatement program and assist in the station 

with office tasks. 
 

To date, CRIME WATCH has donated over 6,492 hours of    

volunteer time to the city.  The program started with 15        

volunteers and has averaged 12 active members over the past four years. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

The POLICE EXPLORERS started in 2011 under the leadership of Officer David Blundred 

and quickly expanded to six members. Explorers are part of the national organization 

―Learning for Life‖ and is open to youth between the ages of 16 and 20.  

Police explorers are exposed to law enforcement as they ride with    

officers on patrol, provide security at local events, direct traffic and  

receive specialty police training. 
 

As the members of the Explorer Post gain experience, they may decide 

to participate in future regional or national explorer competitions.  
 

Explorers may later chose not to enter law enforcement as a career, but they will still 

benefit from the experience of learning about the criminal justice system first hand.  

Some explorers do go on to become police officers and several current department 

members actually started as explorers.  
 

For their first year in operation, the police explorers donated a total of 1114 hours of    

service to the department.  Some of their activities included: Bike Rodeo, Ho-Ho            

Hoquiam, Cancer Relay, Logger‘s Playday, On Track Art Festival, Every 32-Minute      

Program, Shop-With-A-Cop, County Fair, Rite Aid Grand-Opening, Festival of Lights and 

assisting Search & Rescue. 

CRIME WATCH HOURS 2008 2009 2010 2011 

 2134 1480 1620 1101 

POLICE DEPARTMENT VOLUNTEERS 
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2011 Hoquiam CRIME BEAT 

 On January 28, 2011 at 0140 hours, graveyard officers were at the scene of a 

reported domestic dispute at an apartment in the 500 block of 28th Street.  While 

one officer spoke with the male and female involved in the apparent argument, 

Off. McCartney heard a banging noise from somewhere in the living room.    

Without notice, a 23-year old Hoquiam man (not involved in the original domestic 

call) came bursting out of a closet and attacked the officer.  A Taser was used to 

arrest the man.  He was later convicted of felony assault on a police officer. 

 In the early afternoon of February 1, 2011, officers were dispatched to a    

disorderly conduct complaint at a RV park in the 400 block of Queen Avenue.  

While the officers were inside talking to the complainant, the suspect climbed into 

an officer‟s unlocked patrol car and drove off.  The suspect rammed the park  

manager‟s pick-up before heading out onto US 101 with two other HPD officers 

in pursuit.  As the suspect turned onto the SR 109 Spur, an officer was able to  

apply the Pursuit Intervention Technique (PIT) and force the suspect off the   

roadway.  The suspect was evaluated at Western State Mental Hospital and was 

later convicted for stealing the patrol vehicle. 

 On February 15, 2011, officers responded to the Hoquiam Municipal Court at 

City Hall for the report of a defendant who had just stabbed himself in the      

stomach with a knife.  The 32-year old Aberdeen man was in court for driving 

while license suspended; Judge Stewart decided to hold the suspect in custody 

because he had at least nine prior driving while suspended charges.  Before      

officers could arrive to take the man into custody, he pulled out a small folding 

knife and stabbed himself several times in the abdomen.  The suspect was released 

by the court and transported the hospital via Hoquiam Ambulance.   

 On February 22, 2011 at approximately 2030 hours, officers were dispatched 

to the 1900 block of Broadway Avenue for a reported assault outside of a mobile 

home which turned into a shooting.  The homeowner was confronted by two males 

asking to view a truck the homeowner had for sale.  One of the men allegedly 

struck the homeowner in the head with a club, at which point the homeowner 

pulled his 9mm pistol.  When the two men apparently tried to rush the           

homeowner, he fired several rounds- hitting one of the attackers several times.  

One suspect fled the scene on foot but was arrested nearby by officers.  A 42-year 

old Aberdeen man was airlifted to Harborview Medical Center for treatment of      

multiple gunshot wounds.  The homeowner had a valid concealed pistol license 

and had been carrying his gun after apparently receiving death threats from a third 

party. The two attackers have been charged with felony assault and await trial. 

 Hoquiam officers were notified of a possible child abuse case on March 3, 

2011 at 0207 hours.  A family from Hoquiam was in the process of moving to 

Florida and stopped for the night at a motel in Oregon.  While at the room, the 

couple‟s 3-month old child collapsed and was rushed to the emergency room.  

Doctors suspected child abuse which resulted in head injuries and bruising.  The 

infant had to undergo emergency brain surgery to relieve swelling and bleeding.  

Detectives in Portland started to interview the couple and became suspicious as 

there was no explanation for the injuries.  As the timeframe for the injuries 

placed the child in Hoquiam at the time, the department sent Det. Sgt. Krohn 

and a polygraph expert to Oregon to conduct the investigation.  After several 

interviews and failing a polygraph, the 21-year old father admitted to having an 

argument with the mother of the child.  While the mother slept downstairs, the 

father admitted the baby had vomited on him at which point he squeezed and 

shook the infant out of frustration.  The suspect was later convicted of felony 

child abuse and was sentenced to 31 months in prison. 

 In the late evening of March 14, 2011 at 2310 hours, Off. Hergert was on 

routine patrol when he noticed brake lights flash on a vehicle parked near the 

400 block of Adams Street.  Off. Hergert discovered a van leaving property  

belonging to Dahlstrom Lumber used to store sawmill equipment.  He stopped 

the van, which was obviously weighted down in the rear, to discover it full of 

$1,500 worth of stolen metal parts.  A 41-year old Elma woman and two      

Aberdeen men, ages 24 and 41, were booked into the county jail for felony 

theft.  The suspects admitted to taking the parts with the intent of selling them 

for about $100 worth of “scrap metal”. 

 Detectives investigated a weapons offense at a duplex in the 2700 block of 

Pacific Avenue on March 16, 2011 which had reportedly occurred weeks     

earlier.  The downstairs tenant reported hearing a sound followed by her glass 

coffee table shattering.  She discovered the upstairs tenant had discharged a .357 

pistol with the round traveling through the floor and into her apartment below.  

Luckily neither the female nor her children were hit.  Detectives served a search 

warrant to recover the pistol; they also found an alleged “medical marihuana” 

grow in the suspect‟s unit.  The 19-year old upstairs resident was charged with 

discharge of firearm in city limits and reckless endangerment.   

 On April 13, 2011 at approximately 1515 hours, Hoquiam police and fire 

were dispatched to a vehicle versus bicycle collision at Emerson Avenue at  

Second Street.  An 11-year old Hoquiam boy rode his bicycle across the street 

and was struck by a Honda Accord. The child was thrust up onto the hood and 

into the windshield.  The child sustained lacerations to his head; he was not 

wearing a bicycle helmet as required by city code.  This incident prompted the 

June Bike Rodeo at Central Elementary School to emphasize bike safety. 

 On April 13, 2011 at 1930 hours, Off. Blundred attempted to stop a vehicle 

on Perry Avenue for a defective brake light and fail to transfer vehicle title.  In 

the 200 block of Endresen Road, the driver pulled into a driveway and fled on 

foot.  After an extensive search of the area, riverbank and woods in the area, the 

26-year old Hoquiam man was located hiding in a crawlspace under a house 

nearby.  He was taken into custody on a felony warrant. 

 Officers responded to a fire at an apartment complex in the 400 block of 

Queen Avenue on May 1, 2011 at 1715 hours.  Upon the arrival of officers, they 

located smoke billowing from an apartment.  No one would answer the door.  

Officers entered and removed an unattended burned pot from the stove. 
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 On May 5, 2011 at 0108 hours, officers were dispatched to a residence in the 

300 block of L Street for a reported prowler.  Officers were unable to locate the 

suspect, but noted he closely matched a 37-year old, level III sex offender residing 

a few blocks away.  The victim was able to identify the sex offender in a photo 

array and he was arrested with his probation revoked for ongoing offenses. 

 Officers responded to business in the 700 block of Simpson Avenue on May 

8, 2011 at 0200 hours for a 14-year old Aberdeen girl who had apparently        

overdosed and collapsed.  She was transported to Community Hospital via       

Hoquiam Ambulance.  The girl had apparently obtained some sort of drug from 

someone at the dance being held at the location.  The suspect was not identified. 

 On May 22, 2011 at 2357 hours, Off. Luce and Off. McCartney were on   

bicycle patrol in the 700 block of J Street when they rode up and arrested a 20-

year old Hoquiam man in his parked vehicle smoking marihuana.   

 On May 31, 2011, Sgt. Salstrom and his canine “Enno” were summoned to 

assist a Washington State Patrol trooper on a traffic stop in which the trooper   

suspected the vehicle was carrying illicit drugs.  Canine “Enno” alerted on the 

vehicle which supported a search warrant.  The state patrol recovered 200 grams 

of marihuana, four jars of compressed hashish, marihuana seeds, several firearms 

and related drug paraphernalia. 

 On June 1, 2011, former Hoquiam High School teacher Matthew Hirschfelder 

pleaded guilty to the crime of “coercion” stemming from charges he had sex with 

a student back in 2006.  The case went through several appeals all the way to the 

State Supreme Court.  The Legislature reaffirmed the statute to make it clear that 

sex between a teacher and enrolled student was illegal- even if the student was 18 

years of age.  Hirschfelder avoided an extensive jail sentence and sex offender 

registration with the plea, but he had to surrender his teaching certificate. 

 In the afternoon of June 6, 2011, Hoquiam police and fire were dispatched to 

a boat sinking in the Chehalis River off the 28th Street Boat Launch.  A 51-year 

old Aberdeen man was in an old boat with only an electric motor.  The man did 

not have a life vest and could not swim.  The boat started taking on water and was 

blown up river by strong winds.  The Sheriff‟s Department Marine Unit responded 

with a boat from Montesano to rescue the subject, soon followed by a Coast Guard 

boat from Westport.  The man apparently intended to gather scrap metal along the 

shoreline in the small boat.  He was cited for no life vest and no registration; the 

Sheriff‟s Office later determined the boat was stolen from Humptulips.  

 On July 4, 2011 at 2256 hours, officers were dispatched to glass breaking at a 

business in the 300 block of 10th Street.  Officers found a window broken out of 

the front door.  Investigation revealed a firearm had been stolen and windows 

smashed out of several service vans in the fenced yard.  The suspect cut himself 

and left a trail of blood at the scene; a former employee was suspected.  Officers 

processed the scene for fingerprints and collected blood samples.  The former  

employee was interviewed that night but denied the crime.  After almost 8 months, 

DNA test results confirmed it was his blood; he now faces burglary charges. 

 Officers responded to a liquor establishment in the 900 block of Chenault 

Avenue on July 7, 2011 at 0052 hours for a report of a man with a knife.  Upon 

arrival, the suspect fled and had to be chased down on foot.  Officers arrested a 

24-year old Ellensburg man for unlawful display of a weapon because after he 

was kicked out of the bar, he returned with a knife and made threats against the 

bartender and crowd inside.  The suspect was cited and released. 

 On July 7, 2011 at 0932 hours, officers checked an old mill site in the 1100 

block of Alameda Street in Woodlawn for a trespasser apparently stealing scrap 

metal.  Officers searched the woods and arrested a 42-year old Hoquiam man 

for trespass/ theft as well as an outstanding felony drug warrant. 

 On July 13, 2011 at 2239 hours, officers responded to an overdose in the 

900 block of Fourth Street.  While assisting the paramedics (who were working 

to save the 26-year old female) Sgt. Salstrom was confronted by a 44-year old 

man who claimed to be a neighbor.  The man refused to step back from the  

ambulance doors; he claimed to be a “reverend” and wanted to give the female 

her “Last Rites”.  The family did not request this man‟s presence and he refused 

to move away.  The suspect, who may have mental health issues, was arrested 

for obstructing a public servant.  The overdose victim survived.  

 As a result of the proactive patrol work of Off. Blundred, he thwarted a 15-

year old Aberdeen boy (dressed in black) prowling vehicles in the 2300 block of 

Aberdeen Avenue on July 13, 2011 at 0150 hours.  In addition to prowling, the  

juvenile was carrying marihuana and drug paraphernalia.   

 On July 16, 2011 at 1300 hours, officers served a search warrant at a home 

in the 600 block of Third Street for a suspected marihuana grow.  Off. Hergert 

had first detected the odor of growing marihuana while on routine patrol a few 

days earlier.  Officers were able to pinpoint the odor and secured the search 

warrant.  Twenty plants and almost five pounds of marihuana were seized.  The 

homeowners later claimed “medical marihuana” although the male resident‟s 

authorization was not posted and female resident did not have an authorization. 

The case was forwarded to the county prosecutor for charges. 

 Officers arrested a 25-year old Hoquiam woman on July 16, 2011 at 0410 

hours for “causing an unnecessary emergency response” after she called to   

report a domestic violence assault in the 300 block of Ontario Street.  Officers 

determined the female had called in a false report on her ex-boyfriend and his 

new girlfriend.  The suspect was cited and then booked on Aberdeen warrants. 

 On July 24, 2011 at 2048 hours, officers arrested a metal thief who was 

trespassing on a large plot of land in the 1200 block of Chenault Avenue where 

he had previously been excluded for the same crime.  Upon arrest, officers    

located a used methamphetamine pipe on the 54-year old Hoquiam man.   

 While on bicycle patrol on July 25, 2011 at 0104 hours, Off. Blundred   

noticed a prowler (dressed in black) at a mill site in the 1000 block of Mill  Av-

enue.  The suspect fled the area, but Officer Blundred found a pick-up hidden in 

the brush nearby with metal scrap and parts stolen from the premises.  The vehi-

cle was impounded, but the suspect was never located. 

 On July 26, 2011 at 1050 hours, a 38-year old Lakewood woman was    
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visiting the YMCA and removed her $5000 wedding ring to put on some hand 

lotion.  She inadvertently left the ring on a counter and discovered it gone a few 

minutes later.  Sgt. Strong took the initial report and worked with YMCA staff and 

video to track down anyone who had access to the locker room.  Det. Sgt. Krohn  

was then able to locate some day-pass patrons with juveniles who came to swim 

for the day.  One of the juveniles admitted to “finding” the ring and it was prompt-

ly returned.  The victim immediately drove to the station to collect her ring and in 

appreciation donated $250 to the department‟s canine program . 

 On August 8, 2011 at 2027 hours, officers responded to a multi-vehicle     

collision where one of the vehicles struck a house in the 2800 block of Simpson 

Avenue.  Investigation determined the 23-year old Montesano driver was texting 

and drifted to the right where he struck a parked car and then careened across two 

front yards before coming to rest against the corner of a house.  Both vehicles, as 

well as the house, suffered extensive damage.  The driver was issued an infraction 

for improper lane use and texting while driving.   

 The Hoquiam Animal Control Shelter was burglarized during the early   

morning hours of August 24, 2011 to retrieve a dangerous dog held under order of 

the Municipal Court.  The suspects cut through the outer chain-link fence as well 

as an inner chain-link gate to free the dog.  Detectives tracked the dog to a trailer 

outside of Moclips where they contacted a male suspect who admitted to cutting 

the dog out with the dog‟s owner.  Both have been charged with burglary. 

 In the late evening hours of August 25, 2011, Off. Dayton came across a   

vehicle parked at the 28th Street Boat Landing with two occupants.  He discovered 

the vehicle was stolen from Tacoma.  The 32-year old male transient and 21-year 

old Tacoma female passenger were arrested; a search of the vehicle yielded meth-

amphetamine and stolen identification in another person‟s name. 

 During the “grand opening” of the new Rite Aid store, Chief Myers was   

contacted by staff regarding a 52-year old Aberdeen female shoplifter “caught in 

the act” despite the presence of officers, CRIME WATCH volunteers, Police   

Explorers and McGruff the “crime dog”.  In total, the female shoplifted $200 in 

goods which she had stuffed into her purse and pants.  The suspect had been    

recently released from prison and had a history of theft, fraud and forgery. 

 With the assistance of the Drug Task Force, officers served a search warrant 

at the Snore & Whisker Motel on August 26, 2011 based on follow-up from a 

shoplifting case a day earlier.  While investigating a shoplifting at Ace Hardware, 

Sgt. Mitchell recognized 42-year old transient suspect; the suspect admitted to 

trading a stolen tool for drugs to a 42-year old Hoquiam man at the motel.   During 

the service of the search warrant, the stolen tool was recovered- as well as drugs, 

scales, packaging materials and cash.  The dealer has prior drug offenses. 

 On August 27, 2011 at 0155 hours, Sgt. Salstrom and his canine partner 

“Enno” responded to the 500 block of Southwest Blvd in Aberdeen to assist with a 

hit-and-run.  The driver struck several parked cars and ran from the scene.  Enno 

established a track and located the suspect laying in a yard several blocks away.  

The suspect attempted to choke Enno as he approached the man.  The suspect 

fought officers had to be subdued with a Taser. Sgt. Salstrom suffered an injury 

to his thumb in the altercation; Enno was not injured. 

 On September 16, 2011 at 1730 hours, officers were dispatched to the 2700 

block of Aberdeen Avenue for a burglary.  Officers learned the victim‟s old, 

foreign coin collection had been stolen (estimated value $10,000).  Off.      

Blundred tracked down two possible juvenile suspects.  The parent of one    

juvenile reported he had located old coins in his son‟s backpack.  Off. Blundred 

obtained confessions from the suspects and quickly recovered about half of the 

coins before tracking the rest to an Aberdeen second-hand store.  The store own-

er paid the juveniles $80 for $5900 worth of coin silver (by weight).  The two 

juvenile males were charged with burglary; three other juveniles were     submit-

ted for trafficking in stolen property.  The second-hand business was also inves-

tigated and later charged for purchasing other stolen goods. 

 On September 27, 2011 at 1113 hours, officers responded to a domestic 

violence incident in the 200 block of Emerson Avenue.  Officers learned the 

woman had been assaulted by her adult son after he shot up heroin in front of 

her.  The suspect hit his mother in the face and threatened her with a knife to 

keep her from calling 911.  The suspect fled, but officers located stolen property  

believed to have been traded to the suspect for drugs.  The victim suffered    

broken facial bones; felony charges were filed with the county prosecutor. 

 On September 29, 2011 at 0418 hours, Off. Blodgett was on patrol in an 

alley when he recognized a subject with a felony warrant ride past on a bicycle.  

Off. Blodgett gave chase on foot for several blocks and then into a dark      

backyard.  The suspect refused to surrender and squared-off to fight the officer.  

Off. Blodgett deployed his Taser to subdue the man and prevent what certainly 

would have been a physical altercation. 

 On October 5, 2011 at 2157 hours, officers investigated a felony             

harassment complaint (threats to kill) against a female by her 34-year old       ex

-boyfriend in the 2900 block of Aberdeen Avenue.  Officers attempted to  con-

tact the suspect (who was known to have mental health issues and own a pistol) 

at his residence; the suspect answered the door but quickly closed it.  As the 

officers left, the suspect emerged from his house and pointed a pistol at the of-

ficers.  They ordered him to drop the weapon, at which point he retreated  inside

- leading to a 7½ hour armed standoff.  Additional Hoquiam officers were called 

in, as well as units from Aberdeen PD, the Sheriff‟s Office and State  Patrol.  

The immediate neighbors were evacuated to an awaiting Grays Harbor Transit 

bus. Department negotiators communicated with the man for over five hours via 

text-messaging (he refused to talk on the phone) as APD deployed SWAT.  At 

1047 hours, SWAT shot out a bedroom window with a less-lethal projectile and 

the suspect surrendered.  He was booked for felony assault and felony harass-

ment; a search warrant served at the home recovered the pistol.  He was later 

convicted of felony assault against the officers. 

 On October 21, 2011 at 1421 hours, Hoquiam officers responded to 920 
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Anderson Drive to assist Aberdeen PD with a shooting outside of a nursing home.  A 

county prisoner escaped on foot from Community Hospital with a county corrections 

officer in close pursuit.  Upon entering the parking lot, the suspect grabbed a female 

employee by the neck and threatened to kill her with a small, sharp object held to her 

throat.  After the suspect refused orders to release the woman, the corrections officer 

shot and killed the suspect.  Hoquiam officers assisted with securing the scene as 

well as covering patrol calls in Aberdeen.  During the course of the investigation, 

Det. Sgt. Krohn assisted with interviewing witnesses and the Special Operations 

Vehicle was brought to the scene because of the heavy rain.  Hoquiam officers were 

called-in to measure the entire outdoor scene with the „total station‟ surveying     

device.  Sgt. Strong created several scale diagrams of the scene, to include a three-

dimensional view, which was forwarded to Aberdeen for their investigation.  

 On October 24, 2011 at 1318 hours, Off. McCartney was in the 2700 block of 

Cherry Street when he noticed a stolen vehicle from Aberdeen parked near a known 

drug house.  A witness saw a male and female exit the stolen car and walk into the  

house.  Officers were invited inside by the resident to check for the suspects and 

located the male hiding in the bottom of a small closet.  He refused to come out and 

appeared to be reaching for a weapon.  A Taser was deployed and the 27-year old 

suspect was pulled from the closet where an open knife was recovered.  He was  

arrested on several warrants and had the keys for the stolen car in his pocket.  The 

man‟s 22-year old Aberdeen girlfriend was also arrested as well as a 26-year old 

resident of the home who happened to have an outstanding Hoquiam warrant. 

 Officers were dispatched to a burglary in progress on October 27, 2011 at 0100 

hours at an old mill on Mill Avenue.  The company had hired an armed guard     

because of ongoing metal theft.  Officers tactically entered under darkness and 

watched a male and female taking metal from a shelf and placing it quietly in a 

bucket.  There was a wheelbarrow full of heavy metal objects nearby.  Officers 

booked the 36-year old male and 38-year old female transients for burglary. 

 On October 28, 2011 at 2205 hours, officers responded to a suspicious pickup in 

the area of 100 Airport Way where Dahlstrom Lumber stored spare mill parts.     

Officers located 2,000 pounds of stolen metal parts in bed of the truck.  During a 

search of the area, officers located two suspects, a 25-year old Central Park man and 

a 25-year old Montesano man, hiding in the brush.  The suspects were booked into 

the Hoquiam Jail (warrant sweep weekend) for theft and trespassing. 

 Officers responded to a welfare check on November 4, 2011 at 2031 hours in 

the 600 block of Bayview Ave for a 31-year old Aberdeen man acting strangely.  

The resident reported his friend was “losing his mind”.  Officers convinced the   

obviously disturbed man to go to the hospital for a mental health evaluation.  The 

next day, the Sheriff‟s Department responded to an unreported homicide in     

Humptulips linked to the man from the prior evening.  Hoquiam officers detained 

the suspect, who had spent the night at the Crisis Clinic, and turned him over the 

deputies.  At the time of the first contact, Hoquiam officers had no idea the man had 

earlier attacked the elderly couple before taking their pick-up and driving to town. 
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 On November 10, 2011 at 1910 hours, officers learned a 13-year old    

runaway girl from Aberdeen was with a 35-year old Hoquiam man at his home 

in the 300 block of N Street.  Officers discovered both present with beer in the 

man‟s bedroom; the man was arrested for furnished alcohol to a minor.       

Detectives were called-in to investigate allegations the man had sexual contact 

with the girl after befriending her on Facebook.  The man was subsequently 

convicted of child rape and sentenced to 7.5 years in prison. 

 On November 20, 2011 at 0030 hours, officers responded to the area of 

Grays Harbor Paper as the mill‟s security guard reported seeing someone with 

a flashlight along the nearby railroad trestle and bridge over the Hoquiam Riv-

er.  Two Hoquiam men, ages 25 and 26, were located hiding nearby with  bur-

glary tools and freshly stripped copper wire from the trestle.  The suspects 

were booked in the county jail for trespassing and theft. 

 Graveyard officers were dispatched to a fight at a gas station in the 200 

block of Lincoln Street on November 22, 2011 at 2200 hours.  An intoxicated 

22-year old Hoquiam man confronted a motorist and his passengers for no  

apparent reason.  The victims became alarmed by not only the suspect‟s      

behavior, but also the fact he had a pistol in a holster on his belt– which he 

reached toward several times.  Sgt. Salstrom snuck up behind the suspect and 

took the gun before he even realized the officers were there.   He was booked 

for assault 4th degree, disorderly conduct and unlawful display of a weapon.   

 On November 29, 2011 at 1153 hours, officers investigated an unlawful 

display of a knife near 8th and Simpson Avenue.  After a verbal argument, a  32

-year old Hoquiam man threatened another man with a large knife.  The  sus-

pect was observed going into Behavioral Health Resources in the 200 block of 

8th Street.  As officers attempted to search the suspect for the knife, he fought 

the three officers present and had to be wrestled to the ground.  Officers later 

learned the registered sex offender suffers from paranoid schizophrenia and 

was using methamphetamine.  The knife was recovered outside buried in a 

flowerbed.  He was booked on several charges, including resisting arrest. 

 On December 28, 2011 at 1310 hours, a passerby reported one of the   

department‟s marked patrol vehicles on fire behind the station.  PSO Kinney 

was able to save the SUV with an extinguisher.  It was determined someone 

had stuffed clothing into the gas filler port and set it on fire; flames raced up 

the side of the vehicle.  Officers suspected a man who they had dealt with    

earlier at the Crisis Clinic and had been seen in the area of the Simpson      

Avenue Bridge before the fire.  The 22-year old Vancouver man confessed to 

detectives but claimed he only set the fire because he wanted help with his 

mental issues.  The vehicle sustained about $2,500 in damage.  The suspect 

was charged with arson and held in the county jail on high bail. 

 By the end of December, Det. Sgt. Krohn completed an audit of registered 

sex offenders within the city limits.  The department tracked 25 level I (lowest 

risk to re-offend), 12 level II and 6 level III offenders (highest risk). 
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POLICE DEPARTMENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS– 2011 

Despite being down 1.5 patrol officer positions for the year, the 

department still handled 17,319 incidents in 2011.  A statistical 

analysis revealed Hoquiam officers handled more incidents per 

officer than any other law enforcement agency in the county.  

Self-initiated police activity accounted for approximately 41.7% 

of all the law incidents in 2011. 
 

The department held 12 ―weekend warrant sweep‖ sessions in 

2011.  The City Jail was staffed with temporary corrections      

officers with a total of 285 individuals booked, clearing 372  

warrants and collecting $99,200 in bail.  Two sessions were held 

on back-to-back weekends with the jail open for the week in 

between.  The ten day opening was very effective; the weekend 

warrant sweep program will continue in 2012. 
 

The department continued the In-Service Training Program to 

include firearms, defensive tactics, emergency vehicle            

operation and legal update.  In 2011, all officers exceeded the 

statutorily required 24-hours of in-service training. 
 

In March, The Daily World selected Officer Brian Dayton as the 

2011 Police Officer of the Year.  Chief Myers was elected as 

chairman of the state‘s Criminal Justice Training Commission. 
 

During another successful ―DEA Drug Take Back Day‖ in April, 

134 pounds of unwanted medication was collected for disposal. 
 

In April, the department participated with Hoquiam High 

School, Hoquiam Fire Department and Grays Harbor Traffic 

Safety Task Force to present the ―Every 32-Minute Program‖ 

designed to highlight the dangers of impaired driving. 
 

In order to emphasize the importance of bicycle safety, the    

department teamed with Central Elementary School for a ―Bike 

Rodeo‖ in June.  This will likely become an annual event. 
 

The department was proud to participate in a very successful 

―National Night Out Against Crime‖ in August.  Hoquiam hosted 

eight ―block parties‖ visited by police, fire and city staff. 
 

The department had five officers, one CRIME WATCH member 

and one explorer participate in the December 2011 ―Shop-With-

A-Cop‖ hosting four Hoquiam area children.   
 

In December, Chaplain Sean Hollen celebrated his fourth year 

of service to the Hoquiam Police and Fire Departments. 
 

CRIME WATCH volunteers  donated 1101 hours of service in the 

year, totaling 6,492 hours to date.  Joan Johnson retired from the 

program with over 1,000 hours of service.  In addition to       res-

idence/business checks, office work, safety presentations and 

security at local events, members took a summer Saturday and 

ten gallons of paint to abate graffiti on several old city build-

ings.   
 

The Police Explorer Program was in full operation in 2011 with 

their first security event at the Relay for Life in June.  The six   

explorers donated 1,114 hours of volunteer service for the year. 
 

Using federal drug forfeiture funds, the department purchased a 

state surplus 26-foot panel van and outfitted it as a ―Special      

Operations Vehicle‖ for use as a mobile command post at major 

incidents and crime scenes.  The interior cabinets were crafted 

by a Hoquiam resident and the vehicle was outfitted with radios, 

computer, generator and emergency equipment.  The vehicle 

was pressed into service on several occasions even while still 

under construction. 
 

By the end of the year (first half of the 2011-2012 biennial budg-

et), the department was approximately $145,000 under-budget 

even after $100,000 in reductions in response to the  sudden 

May closure of Grays Harbor Paper. 
 

The department secured $44,074 in equipment under several 

grants, including installation of a $27,827 ―Cross Match‖ finger-

print scanner in the City Jail, $662 for E-ticket equipment, 

$8,351 for a mobile data terminal in the special operations van,  

$2,234 for ballistic vests and $5,000 toward purchase of a 

―radar trailer‖ designed to  remind motorists to be mindful of 

their speed around town.  
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1-3: Bike Rodeo; 4: Promotion of Sgt. Mitchell; 5: National 

Night Out; 6-8: Every 32-Minute Program at HHS; 9: Shop-With-A-Cop; 10: Emerson 

Elementary Vehicle Day; 11: Brian Dayton, The Daily World Officer of the Year;     

12: Retirement of Sgt. Steve Fretts after 31-years; 13: Retirement of Deputy Chief Jim 

Maloney after 34-years; 14: DEA Drug Take-Back Day. 
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