The second annual BIKE RODEO at Central
Elementary School on June 13th.
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HoaQuiazM POLICE DEPARTMENT
215 Tenth Street, Hoquiam Washington 98550

Jeff Myers, Chief of Police

MONTHLY REPORT FOR June 2012

By: Deputy Chief Don Wertanen

POLICE ACTIVITY:

The department handled 1352 law incidents for the month, issued 75 infractions, 33 criminal
traffic citations, 23 criminal citations, 6 parking infractions and made 170 criminal arrests.
During the month, Animal Control Officer Bob Hill handled 74 “animal problem™ complaints,
18 abandoned vehicles, 8 code enforcement issue and 9 parking complaints. A total of 26
animals were impounded.

WEEKEND JAIL SESSION #6: On June 9", the department opened the jail for the sixth
planned ﬂi1ait opening/warrant sweep. The jail opened at 0800 hours and remained open until
June 127, During the jail opening, 22 people were booked into jail on a combination of
warrants, court commitments and new charges. Four females and 18 males were arrested and
booked into jail. Five people posted bail to secure their release pending their next court
appearance. As a result, the court collected $11,200 in bail. During the court session on
Tuesday, six people walked into court to deal with their outstanding warrants, which resulted in
7 more warrants being cleared. A total of 16 people were transported to court to be seen by the
Judge. Two males were held on bail. One posted bail after court and the other male was
transferred to the Forks jail. Three subjects were tuned over to the Department of Corrections
on outstanding felony warrants. Three subjects were transferred to the Aberdeen jail on
outstanding warrants. During the jail opening one male prisoner was transported to the hospital
ER by HFD to be seen as he was complaining of abdominal pain. The prisoner was evaluated
by the ER doctor and deemed fit for incarceration and returned to jail. A total of 31 warrants
were cleared during this jail session.

On 06-15-12 at about 1000 hours, a vehicle was stopped for an equipment violation. When
talking with the occupants of the vehicle and checking their information with dispatch it was
discovered the male passenger, a 42-year old Aberdeen man, had a felony warrant for his arrest.
The man was asked to step out of the vehicle and when he did he attempted to flee on foot from
the officers. The man was apprehended a short distance from the vehicle and arrested on the
felony warrant and booked into the county jail.

On 06-19-12 at about 0246 hours, Sgt. Salstrom and his PSD partner “Enno” were requested by
the GHSO to assist in a possible track of a DVA Malicious Mischief suspect in the Elma area.
The suspect, a Rochester man, had fled in a pick up truck after ramming his ex-girlfriend’s
mobile home several times with his vehicle. The vehicle had been found abandoned on
Highway 8 east of EIma. The track did not produce the suspect due to the time delay in the
request for assistance. The suspect was apprehended a few days later near Summit Lake.

On 06-19-12 at about 2126 hours, officers were called to a residence in the 500 block of N
Street for a report of a domestic assault. Officers found a 15-year old boy was being held down
in the kitchen of the house by his father. The boy had already assaulted his mother, father and
broke a window. His father was trying to hold him down as he was out of control and
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intoxicated. Officers also tried to control the youth but one officer was kicked in the head and
spit on, and another officer was kicked in the leg. Officers had to use a taser in the drive stun
mode to gain control of the youth. The 15-year old was arrested for DVA assault, malicious
mischief, assault on an officer (2 counts) and minor in possession of alcohol and booked into
juvenile detention.

On 06-20-12 at about 1455 hours, officers responded to the Department of Licensing in the old
railroad depot reference a theft report. During the investigation it was discovered someone had
stolen the copper piping from the heat pump. Immediately officers went to Butcher’s scrap
metal and developed a suspect who sold the copper piping. Several suspects were developed
during the investigation. Although it could not be proven who actually stole the piping 4
individuals, 3 Hoquiam women ages 38, 41 and 50-years of age and one 54-year old Hoquiam
man have been charged with trafficking stolen property.

On 06-24-12 at about 1200 hours, officers responded to the 300 block of Karr Avenue
reference a report of a domestic assault. A 28-year old Hoquiam man reported he had been
assaulted by his 34-year old sister. The male said his sister had come to his house and they got
into a verbal argument. During the argument he alleged he was slapped and struck in the head.
The male did have apparent redness to his face and head consistent with being assaulted. The
sister and witnesses all were interviewed and it was discovered the male had actually assaulted
himself in hopes of getting his sister arrested. The male admitted to all this and now faces a
charge of making a false report to a police officer.

On 06-25-12 at about 0300 hours, during a traffic stop in the 700 block of Simpson Avenue an
officer was contacted by a business owner who stated he heard footsteps coming from the top
floor of his business where no one should be. Officers investigated and discovered a pried
open door leading to the roof area. During a search of the upper floors of the building, a wallet
containing identification belonging to a 19-year old Hoquiam man was found. An officer was
searching the roof area and saw two male subjects walking east bound on Simpson and directed
officers to their location. In talking with the subjects it was discovered the wallet found at the
burglary scene belonged to one of the subjects. Both subjects were detained for investigation
of burglary. During the course of the interviews a 3™ suspect was developed and later taken
into custody. All of the property stolen from the scene was recovered. Two suspects, ages 19
and 18-year old Hoquiam men were booked into the county jail for burglary and a 17-year old
male will be submitted to the Juvenile Prosecutor for minor in possession of alcohol.

On 06-25-12 at about 1000 hours, a 20-year old Hoquiam woman came to the police station to
report a vehicle prowl. The woman said her purse had been stolen the previous night from her
vehicle which contained her debit card and cash. The woman said she got information from her
bank about suspicious activity on her debit card at a gas station and the Wal-Mart store.
Officers were able to get security video of a male subject using the debit card, who was
identified by officers as he has had numerous contacts with officers. Information was gathered
and a search warrant was obtained for the suspect’s residence. A 24-year old Hoquiam man
was arrested for fraud for attempting to use the stolen debit card and a 25-year old Taholah man
was arrested for theft 2™ degree and trafficking in stolen property. Both suspects have been
booked into the county jail.

BUDGET:

For the month of May, 332 hours of overtime was expended for patrol as listed below:
Patrol coverage 99 hours Shift extension 22.5 hours
Court 10.5 hours Bicycle Rodeo 18 hours



Investigations 36.5hours  Cancer Run 12 hours

Training 117  hours Evidence Room 8 hour
Asst. DEA/DTF 7 hours DLM 1.5 hours
Overtime expended for the month that was not under patrol or investigations above:
Administration 12.25 hours (Administrative Assistant)
Animal Control 1 hours (Animal Control Officer)
Drug Task Force 11  hours (DTF Detective)
Corrections 7  hours (Police Services Officer)

e The outside placement of prisoners and fuel costs continue to be a great concern for the
department which is being closely monitored each month by Chief Myers. There is a
possibility of the Municipal agencies may have to pay medical bills incurred by arrestees
housed at the Grays Harbor County jail as proposed by the county. The department will have
to monitor the monthly jail expenditures even more closely as this could drain the department’s
funds quickly with only a few extreme unexpected medical bills.

PERSONNEL:

e On June 3rd thru 6™ The Hoquiam Police Department conducted Emergency Vehicle
Operation training. This training helps improve the officers ability to operate emergency
vehicles in various conditions and speeds. Officer David Peterson from the Hoquiam Police
Department and Officer Marcus O'Connor from the Montesano Police Department were the
instructors. Both of these officers are trained and certified EVOC Instructors. The course had
been set up to involve high speed driving, decision making, backing and slalom. The 4 days of
training was held in weather that went from dry to wet which gave the officers a chance to
operate the vehicles in all conditions. Not only did all commissioned officers from the
Hoquiam Police Department attend the training, but also officers from the Montesano, Elma
and Cosomoplis Police Departments attended, approximately 36 Officers in all.

* On June 13", The Hoquiam Police Department held a Bike Rodeo at Central Elementary
School. The event was to help encourage bicycle safety to the 4™ and 5™ graders at the school.
In all about 120 students attended the bicycle safety course which included checking the bikes
for safety equipment. The students were able to participate in three different courses; slalom
course, skills course and off road which help develop skills to handle different type of riding
conditions. Sgt. Dayton coordinated the event with the help of the Hoquiam Police Department
Bike Patrol. Officers Peterson, McCartney, Luce and Blundred assisted the students through
the different courses. Members of the Hoquiam Crime Watch Volunteers handed out bicycle
helmets to students who did not have one. The Hoquiam Explorers also assisted as well as
Carrie Robson from Grays Harbor 911 Dispatch.

e On June 13" officers from the police department assisted DTF, DEA, FBI and the U.S.
Border Patrol in a large scale operation to serve warrants on subjects involved with the
distribution of Methamphetamine in our area. The operation and warrant service was
accomplished with the combined efforts of GHDTF and DEA. This was a two year
investigation which resulted in several hundred pounds of methamphetamine being confiscated,
several thousand dollars seized as well as weapons and vehicles. There were a total of seven
arrests of Hispanic males who were believed to be heavily involved in this narcotics operation.
13 other subjects were held on immigration violations by the U.S. Border Patrol. The drug

operation involved suspects from the Amanda Park, Hoquiam, Aberdeen and central California
areas.



e On June 19" and 20", the department hosted another training session taught by FLETC

nstructors. The topic of this session was use of force issues which was well received by the
attending officers. The class was attended by Hoquiam officers as well as officers from the
surrounding area and as far away as Seattle. We are currently working on sponsoring another
training session in early December.

On June 25" through the 28", Officer High attended a Leaf Marijuana Identification class at

the WSP Academy. With this training Officer High will become certified in identifying
suspected marijuana used as evidence in court cases.

e On June 16", Officer Peterson celebrated his 4™ year with the department.

FACILITIES/EQUIPMENT:
* This month the department started to switch the door locks for the outside doors and jail doors

to electronic keyless locks. This will insure the control and access to the jail and office areas.
The jail intercom system is also being upgraded with the replacement of old two way speakers.
These changes are planned on being completed in July.

The department purchased two infrared game cameras for covert surveillance. This purchase
was made to mainly combat the ever increasing metal thefts around the city, but the cameras
will have many uses for different types of investigations. One camera has been assigned to the
patrol division and the other to detectives.

The department has ordered new IP cameras for the facility and plan to start installing them in
July as they arrive. We will start by replacing the jail cameras and then start to replace the
external security cameras. At this time there are 12 cameras to replace, but we may require a
few more once we look at the installed system. The network switch is already installed and the
software is ready on the server to start adding cameras as they come on line.

The department purchased two LED battery operated bicycle light systems to equip patrol

bikes. The systems have headlights and taillights as well as flashing red and blue lights to
make traffic stops.

VOLUNTEERS:

For the month of June, CRIME WATCH members volunteered a total of 175.75 hours of
service, which included 101.5 hours in residence and business checks. Crime Watch members
also assisted with the Bicycle Rodeo at Central School and fitted children with bicycle helmets
for those who couldn’t afford to buy one.

For the month of June, the Hoquiam Police Explorer Post logged a total of 57 hours. The hours
were logged as 12 hours search and rescue for a missing Hoquiam man. 25 hours assisting with
EVOC. 12 hours working in the office and 8 hours for meetings.

STATISTICAL REPORTS:

The following statistical reports encompass police activity for the month. The first statistical

report titled “Law Incident Analysis, Time Reported” is a summary of each law incident by the day of
the week and by the time of day.

The second statistical report is a listing of “Law Total Incident Report, by Location Code”.

The three general areas of the city are designated by location codes: HPD Baker 6 is defined as the
east end, HPD Baker 7 is the downtown area and west to the high school, and HPD Baker 8 is the



north end of town from Emerson Avenue. Any location codes that are outside of the city were likely
generated as a result of phone call requests to the station, traffic safety patrols or agency assists.

The third statistical report, “Total Law Incident Report, by Nature of Incident” shows the total
for each of the basic law incident types handled by the department.

The final two monthly reports included in this packet are “Total Traffic Citation Report, by
Violation™ and “Total Offense Report, By Statute Description™. The first report lists the specific
infraction or criminal charge and the number of violations issued under that charge. The second report
is reflective of the number of “arrests™ made under each statute. The two reports may overlap on some
misdemeanor offenses if an arrest/booking was made followed by the issuance of a criminal citation.
The second report captures felony arrests, but may not include misdemeanor or felony cases that were
submitted to the prosecutor for review of charges (cases cleared without an arrest).

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or comments.
Si

DON WERTANEN
Deputy Chief of Police

dwertanen(@cityofhoguiam.com
360-532-0892 x104
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