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CALL TO ORDER 

 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

Assessing Abatement Costs 

2732 Sumner Avenue 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem John Pellegrini called the meeting to order at 

7:00 p.m.  Councilmember Dickhoff led the flag salute.  

 

Those in attendance at the meeting were Mayor Pro-Tem 

Pellegrini and Councilmembers Daniels, Dickhoff, Grun, 

Hyde, Moir, Nelson and Winkelman.  Absent from the meeting 

were Mayor Durney and Councilmember McMillan. 

 

Staff in attendance were Police Chief Jeff Myers, Fire Chief 

Ray Pumphrey, City Librarian Mary Thornton, City Attorney 

Steve Johnson, City Administrator Brian Shay, Finance 

Director Mike Folkers and Council Secretary Tracy Wood.   

 

Councilmember Moir moved to open the hearing at 7:01 p.m.  

The motion was seconded and passed by voice vote.  Mayor 

Pro-Tem Pellegrini read the fair hearing doctrine.  

 

Councilmember Grun stated that he has spoken to Mr. Watkins 

before the meeting and briefly discussed the hearing process.   

 

Mr. Randy Watkins, owner of the property at 2732 Sumner 

Avenue, stated that he was under an abatement order by the 

city to clean up his property.  He did this and on August 5
th

 the 

City came in and added fill to the property and picked up 

debris that he had left.  He has been given three different 

amounts since the beginning of the fill process.  The amount 

that is before the council, another for slightly over $1700 and 

one for slightly over $1800.  He does not disagree that he is 

responsible for the costs but he does not understand how there 

were 10 hours of backhoe time spent on this project.  It was a 

small area that needed to be filled in.  He understands that he 

will have a lien put on the property but he feels the bill 

presented is excessive.  He also notes that he is paying $39 an 

hour for the labor and he was informed that he was required to 

pay wages based on inclusion of taxes and insurance.  

Councilmember Hyde asked if Mr. Watkins could meet with 

Mr. Shay and Mr. Howell.  Mr. Shay explained that Mr. 

Watkins had the option to appeal throughout the process and 

that was not done so it has now come to the council to assess 

the costs incurred by the City. Mr. Watkins stated that he feels 

three hours of labor is more reasonable and he would not 

contest the other charges.  Councilmember Moir moved to 
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PUBLI C HEARING – 

Mid-biennium Review 

 

 

 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARING – 2010 

Property Tax Levy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

close the public hearing at 7:11 p.m. The motion was seconded 

and passed by voice vote.  

 

 

Councilmember Moir moved to open the hearing at 7:12 p.m.  

The motion was seconded and passed by voice vote.  There 

were no public comments and a motion was made to close the 

hearing by Councilmember Moir.  The motion was seconded 

and passed by voice vote.  

 

 

Councilmember Daniels moved to open the hearing at 7:13 

p.m.  The motion was seconded and passed by voice vote.  

 

Mr. Dave Forbes, 2216 Aberdeen Avenue, Hoquiam.  Mr. 

Forbes stated that Mr. Folkers does a nice job when he does 

his presentations.  He had specific questions regarding the 

EMS levy and how much it has gone up in the past 5 years.  

He also asked how much the utility taxes have gone up.  He 

believes the utility taxes have gone up extensively and the 

citizens have had an increase in sewer and there will be a 

future increase in the water rates.  The utility taxes are on the 

backs of the citizens.  He would like to see the history on these 

before the council makes a decision.  Mr. Folkers explained 

how the levy is calculated.  Mr. Forbes also complemented the 

Sewer Department for installing the drain in the alley in his 

neighborhood – they did a fine job.  

 

Councilmember Hyde moved to close the hearing at 7:30 p.m.  

The motion was seconded and passed by voice vote.  

 

Councilmember Hyde moved to accept items a and b on the 

Consent Agenda as presented.  The motion was seconded.  

Those items appearing on the consent agenda were as follows: 

 

 The City Council Minutes of November 9, 2009; 

 The Regulatory Committee report recommending 

approval and payment of claim check numbers 67793 

through 67846 in the amount of $161,076.87; and that 

Payroll and benefits for the month of November, 2009, 

be approved and issued at the proper time.  
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OFFICER REPORTS 

Historic Preservation Plan 

– Consultant Selection 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Investment Policy 

Amendments 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LEGAL BUSINESS 

Ordinances 

2010 Ad Valorem Tax 

Levies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resolutions 

EMS Levy 

 

 

 

 

The motion for approval of the consent agenda passed by voice 

vote.  

 

A written report was submitted to the Council by City Planner 

Alissa Thurman recommending the selection of Bola 

Architects to prepare a Historic Preservation Plan for the City 

of Hoquiam.  A $10,000 grant was received from the 

Washington State Department of Archeology and Historic 

Preservation to fund this project.  Ten proposals were received 

and staff recommends council authorize the Mayor to negotiate 

a contract with Bola Architects and Planning not to exceed 

$10,000.  Mr. Shay briefly explained what the plan would be.  

Councilmember Hyde moved for the approval of the 

recommendation.  The motion was seconded and passed by 

voice vote.    

 

Mr. Folkers stated that the City created an Investment Policy 

in June and staff is now recommending increasing the 

maximum term on municipal bonds from 5 to 6 years and 

increasing the maximum amount of municipal bonds in the 

portfolio from 10% to 35%.  Councilmember Moir moved for 

the adoption of the recommendations. The motion was 

seconded.  Mr. Folkers answered questions for the council and 

explained why they would like to make the amendments as 

stated.  The motion for approval passed by voice vote 

 

 

 

An Ordinance relating to ad valorem tax; setting and levying 

the ad valorem tax levies for the General Fund and the 

Ambulance Fund of the City of Hoquiam for fiscal year 2010.  

Councilmember Hyde moved for the approval of the 

ordinance.  The motion was seconded.  Mr. Folkers read the 

ordinance by title a second time and the motion passed by 

unanimous roll call vote.   

 

 

 A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Hoquiam, 

Washington, determining that the City of Hoquiam requires an 

increase in property tax revenue for emergency medical 

services from the previous year and further requiring a 

majority vote by the City Council of Hoquiam.  
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Increase in Property Tax 

Revenue 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessing Abatement Cost 

– 2732 Sumner Avenue 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

PSO Corrections Officer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Excuse Absent Members 

 

 

Appointment of New 

Councilmembers 

 

 

 

Councilmember Hyde moved for the approval of the resolution 

and the motion was seconded.  Mr. Folkers answered questions 

for the council regarding the EMS Levy.  Following a brief 

discussion, the motion passed by voice vote.  

 

A Resolution of the City Council of Hoquiam, Washington, 

determining that the City of Hoquiam requires an increase in 

property tax revenue from the previous year and further 

requiring a majority vote by the City Council of Hoquiam. 

Councilmember Hyde moved for the approval of the 

resolution.  The motion was seconded and passed by voice 

vote.  

 

A Resolution confirming the report of the Building 

Department specifying the work done and the itemized and 

total cost of the work done to demolish and abate the building 

located at 2732 Sumner Avenue, Hoquiam, Washington; and 

ordering that the total charge shall be the amount of $1,634.00; 

and further ordering that the charge shall be assessed against 

the property and recorded on the assessment roll of Grays 

Harbor County.   Mr. Shay stated that if we recalculate the 

labor to 3 hours as requested by Mr. Watkins, it would change 

the assessment amount to $927.79.   Councilmember Hyde 

moved to approve the resolution with the dollar amount 

reduction to $927.79.  The motion was seconded.  Following a 

brief discussion the motion passed by voice vote.  

 

Chief Myers stated that the Department has offered the PSO- 

Corrections Officer position to retiring Sgt. Roy Kinney who 

has announced his retirement for the end of this year.   The 

position description has changed and will now be 1/3 

corrections, 1/3 records, and some non-sworn police duties 

such as fingerprinting, traffic control, etc.   

 

Councilmember Moir moved to excuse the absent members.  

The motion was seconded and passed by voice vote. 

 

Councilmember Hyde asked that the new councilmembers be 

seated once the election is certified.  Councilmember Moir 

moved to seat the newly elected officials at the next regular 

meeting in December.  The motion was seconded and passed 

by voice vote.  
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ADJOURNMENT 

 

Councilmember Hyde moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:50 

p.m.  The motion was seconded and passed by voice vote.  

 

 

 

 

JACK DURNEY – Mayor 

 

 

TRACY WOOD – Council Secretary 
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