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215 Tenth Street, Hoquiam Washington 98550

Jeff Myers, Chief of Police

MONTHLY REPORT for September 2013

By: Deputy Chief Don Wertanen

POLICE ACTIVITY:

e The department handled 1194 law incidents for the month, issued 35 infractions, 17 criminal
traffic citations, 24 criminal citations, 8 parking infractions and made 107 criminal arrests.

e During the month, Animal Control Officer Bob Hill handled 89 “animal problem” complaints,
18 abandoned vehicles, and 40 parking complaints; 29 animals were impounded.

e On 09-16-13 at about 0100 hours, officers went to an address in the 2800 block of Aberdeen
Avenue to attempt to locate a male subject wanted on HMC warrants. While there they did not
locate that subject, but another male fled the house. This male was identified as a 25-year old
Aberdeen man who was violating a No Contact Order with a female at the location. The next
night officers went back to locate this subject who was found hiding in the attic of the garage.
The suspect was arrested for violating the court order. Another male in the house tried lying to
officers in hopes they would not find the suspect. This 55-year old Hoguiam man was arrested
for Obstructing a Law Enforcement Officer. Both men were booked into the City Jail.

e On 09-20-13 at about 0545 hours, officers were dispatched to a burglary in the 500 block of
Chenault Avenue. Officers arrived and learned an 82-year old woman had been asleep in her
bed and was awakened by a burglar going through her night stand. The woman yelled at the
intruder and struck him with a lamp. The suspect hit the woman at least twice then fled the
house. Officers set up containment in the area and the Grays Harbor Sheriff’s canine unit
responded to attempt to track the suspect. The suspect was not located and it was determined
over one thousand dollars and costume jewelry was taken during the burglary. The woman was
transported to the hospital for minor injuries, treated and released. The investigation is on-
going.

e On 09-21-13 at about 0420 hours, officers responded to a residence in the 3100 block of
Aberdeen Avenue for a Violation of a Court Order. Officers arrived and located a 26-year old
Aberdeen woman on the front porch of the residence. The court order was confirmed and the
suspect was booked into the City Jail. On 09-21-13 the female was observed by corrections
staff exposing her breast through a small tear in the window covering which had been placed
over the woman’s cell door window. The temporary Police Services Officer opened the door
and found the woman standing on a book rack and ordered her down. She refused and when
the PSO took ahold of her a short struggle occurred. The woman was controlled and locked
down in one of the woman’s cells. The female is facing a new charge of Assault 4t Degree for
hitting the PSO.

e On 09-28-13 at 1655 hours, officers were dispatched to an apartment building in the 500 block
of Emerson Avenue reference an assault with a firearm. Officers arrived and located two
suspects; both were disarmed. The investigation revealed the men had a long-standing dislike
for each other. A 32-year old Hoquiam man said he was threatened by a 41-year old Aberdeen
man with a knife so he drew his pistol from a shoulder holster and fired a “warning shot”. The
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Aberdeen man stated he didn’t pull his knife, which in itself is illegal as it opens with a spring
mechanism. It was never determined who acted first in this case. The Hoquiam man was
booked into the County Jail for Reckless Endangerment and Discharging a Firearm in the City.
The Aberdeen man was charged with carrying a Dangerous Weapon.

BUDGET:

For the month, 260.5 hours of overtime was expended for patrol as listed below:
Patrol Coverage 51 hours Shift Extension 7 hours
Training 93 hours Loggers Play Day 12 hours

Investigations  84.5 hours  Senior Safety Talk 1 hour
Evidence Purge 12
Overtime expended for the month that was not under patrol or investigations above:
Administration 9.5 hours  (Administrative Assistant)
Police Services 73.5 hours  (Jail Coverage)
Drug Task Force 12.5 hours (DTF Detective)

PERSONNEL:

Officer McCartney and IT Bradley attended a 3-day Spillman Conference in Salt Lake City
Utah to be trained in the Spillman system for maintenance and trouble shooting. The Spillman
system is the data base in which the department tracks all of its activity.

Department members attended Defensive Tactics training this month along with re-certification
for carrying O.C. spray. The training was held on two separate days so both teams could
attend.

Sgt. Dayton attended a 3-day training session in Everett for Crisis Intervention Training. This
training is very useful when dealing with emotionally disturbed or mentally challenged persons.
The department passed its on-site state accreditation evaluation on September 30, 2013 with
flying colors. This comes from a lot of hard work by all department members to bring the
department up to state accreditation standards. Accreditation was a vision of Chief Myers
when he accepted the job with the department and it has now been accomplished. A special
thank you to Officer High, the accreditation manager, who dedicated a lot of time and effort to
achieve this goal.

Officer Luce has been with the department for 5-years this month. Officer Luce not only is a
patrolman but also is the department Gang Liaison and Police Explorer Post Coordinator.

FACILITY:

New metal doors were manufactured and installed by Oszman Fabrication in the evidence room
for the back of the slam lockers for evidence turned in by officers. There were also new
ventilation fans installed in the evidence room to better circulate the air in the area. The metal
doors and fans brought the evidence room into compliance with accreditation standards.

A metal T.V. and surveillance camera box was built and installed by Oszman’s in the hallway
of the woman’s cell area. The T.V. will give the female inmates the same privileges as the
males.

VOLUNTEERS:

For the month, CRIME WATCH members volunteered a total of 135.5 hours of service, which
included residence and business checks. The Crime Watch members also helped with traffic
control during Logger’s Play Day and provided security at HHS home football games.



e For the month, the Hoquiam Police Explorer Post logged a total of 90 hours, which was a
combination of patrolling with officers and meetings. The Police Explorers also assisted with
traffic control for Logger’s Play Day.

STATISTICAL REPORTS:

The following statistical reports encompass police activity for the month. The first statistical
report titled “Law Incident Analysis, Time Reported” is a summary of each law incident by the day of
the week and by the time of day.

The second statistical report is a listing of “Law Total Incident Report, by Location Code”.
The three general areas of the city are designated by location codes: HPD Baker 6 is defined as the
east end, HPD Baker 7 is the downtown area and west to the high school, and HPD Baker 8 is the
north end of town from Emerson Avenue. Any location codes that are outside of the city were likely
generated as a result of phone call requests to the station, traffic safety patrols or agency assists.

The third statistical report, “Total Law Incident Report, by Nature of Incident” shows the total
for each of the basic law incident types handled by the department.

The final two monthly reports included in this packet are “Total Traffic Citation Report, by
Violation” and “Total Offense Report, By Statute Description”. The first report lists the specific
infraction or criminal charge and the number of violations issued under that charge. The second report
is reflective of the number of “arrests” made under each statute. The two reports may overlap on some
misdemeanor offenses if an arrest/booking was made followed by the issuance of a criminal citation.
The second report captures felony arrests, but may not include misdemeanor or felony cases which
were submitted to the prosecutor for review of charges (cases cleared without an arrest).

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or comments.
Sincerely,

DON WERTANEN

Deputy Chief of Police
dwertanen@cityofhoguiam.com
360-532-0892 x104
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