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$11 million in federal grants awarded to rural Washington community projects 
Funding will assist infrastructure and facilities improvements 

Olympia, WA – The Washington State Department of Commerce today announced 15 cities and 
counties throughout the state that will receive over a total of $11 million in federal Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) General Purpose Grants for 2012. The CDBG program targets 
assistance to benefit lower income persons in rural areas. The selected projects will improve rural 
community water, sewer and street systems; housing rehabilitation, fire protection and community 
facilities.  The 15 projects were selected from 36 grant applications requesting over $30 million. 

“These funds will improve necessary infrastructure systems and build local capacity for economic 
development,” said Washington State Department of Commerce Director, Rogers Weed. “The infusion 
of dollars into these rural communities will help bolster them through this economic recession.” 

2012 Washington Community Development Block Grant Award List 

Jurisdiction Grant 
Award Project 

Town of Almira $1,000,000 Water storage reservoir replacement. 
City of Bridgeport $1,000,000 Wastewater treatment facility improvements. 
City of Chelan $490,000 Rehabilitate an historic downtown building for a public 

library. 
Cowlitz 
County/Kelso 

$90,000 Roof replacement and upgrades for the Columbia 
Apartments in downtown Kelso serving adult consumers 
of mental health services. 

Town of Cusick $97,500 Street, path and park bank renovation. 
Douglas 
County/Greater Bar 

$1,000,000 Consolidate 3 small water systems and provide water 
distribution system and reservoir. 

City of Granger $1,000,000 Wastewater treatment facility improvements. 
Town of Hatton $925,000 Water distribution system upgrades. 
City of Hoquiam $900,000 Demolish, replace and expand Eastside Fire Station. 
Town of Ione $1,000,000 Wastewater treatment facility improvements. 
Klickitat 
County/Klickitat 

$1,000,000 Rehabilitate the community center. 

City of Mabton $759,000 Wastewater treatment facility improvements. 



City of Newport $750,000 Street and sidewalk improvements. 
City of Tekoa $464,498 Sewer line replacement and roadway surface 

replacement. 
Thurston 
County/Olympia 

$604,002 Construct a commons facility to support permanent 
housing units for homeless. 

The state CDBG program received a 13.8 percent reduction in annual funding from the US Department 
of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for the provision of grants to small cities and rural 
counties. Larger cities and counties receive their own entitlement funding directly from HUD.  Since 
1982, the state CDBG program has awarded more than $446 million in grants to over 1,200 locally 
prioritized community development projects. 

For more information on CDBG General Purpose Grants, go to www.commerce.wa.gov/cdbg. 

About Commerce 
Commerce is the lead state agency charged with enhancing and promoting sustainable community and 
economic vitality in Washington. For more information, visit www.commerce.wa.gov. For information 
on locating or expanding a business in Washington, visit www.choosewashington.com.  

Subscribe to Commerce press releases by email. You may unsubscribe at any time. 

### 

Local Contacts: 
Town of Almira: Jeanette Coppersmith, 509.639.2601 
City of Bridgeport: Lisa Stark, 509.686.4041 
City of Chelan: Jim Reinbold, 509.682.4037 
Cowlitz County: Marilyn Ashurst, 360.577.3065 x2782 
Town of Cusick: Charlotte Yergens, 509.445.1718 
Douglas County: Ken Stanton, 509.745.8537 
City of Granger: Jack Burnes, 509.854.2770 
Town of Hatton: Michael Pherigo, 509.331.8001 
City of Hoquiam: Alissa Thurman, 360.637.6011 
Town of Ione: Charles Spears, 509.442.3611 
Klickitat County: Denny Newell, 509.773.2472 
City of Mabton: Angel Reyna, 509.894.4096 
City of Newport: Ray King, 509.447.5611 
City of Tekoa: Kynda Browning, 509.284.3861 
Thurston County: Dwight Edwards, 360.867.2531  

Penny Thomas 
Communications Director 
Washington State Department of Commerce 
Office: 360.725.2805  Mobile: 360.704.9489 
http://www.commerce.wa.gov  
Please note our Olympia offices are closed on Fridays as a cost-saving measure. We have extended service hours Mon - 
Thu, 7 AM - 6 PM.  
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